1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #34
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

God’s Judgment in Our Suffering  (1 Peter 4:17-19)
·  Verse 17 puts what Peter has been talking about since verse 12 into perspective.  His readers may well have wondered (as we do, sometimes), “What is going on in the world?  Why are God’s people suffering, and the wicked seeming to flourish?”
· Peter explains that the “fiery ordeal” (or “refining fire”) of verse 12 is really a fire of God’s judgment.
· The Greek word for ‘judgment’ is not the one used for “condemnation.”  It has a broader meaning, which includes:
· _____________________
· _____________________
· As well as “judgment.”
· The picture Peter is drawing is of God’s judgment beginning within the Church, and it was later move outward.  The refining fire of judgment is leaving no one untouched.
· Christians are being purified and strengthened.
· Sins are being eliminated and holiness is growing.
· The translation ‘household of God’ is not the best.
· “house of God” (KJV, NET, ASV) is a more literal translation.
· See 1 Peter 2:5 – what did we say “house of God” meant in his verse? ________________.
· Also, the Greek does not say “begins with the house of God,” but “begins from the house of God.” (“at the house of God” – KJV, NET, ASV).
· Modern translations make it easy to miss the reference Peter is making to two OT passages:

· Ezekiel 9:1-6.  In your own words, describe what is happening in these verses:
· __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Malachi 3:1-5.  Again, describe what is happening in these verses:

· __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Where is God’s Temple now? ____________________________________________

· See verse 12 and the reference to God’s Spirit.
· How do these passages provide even more comfort and encouragement to Christians who are suffering?

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· What is Peter’s point in asking the question in the second half of verse 17?

· ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Verse 18 repeats the idea Peter has just expressed in a quote from Prov 11:31.
· What do you think it means that the righteous are saved “with difficulty?”  Is Peter teaching that we have to work hard for our salvation? ______________________________________________________________

· “Therefore…”  What’s the ‘therefore’ there for? ____________________________

· What does it mean to “suffer according to the will of God?”_____________________________________________________________

· Why is this comforting? ____________________________________________________________

· “Entrust their souls” – the same word as Luke 23:46.

· “Faithful Creator”

· Psalm 121

· “Doing what is right.”

· What is that? ___________________________________________________.

Application:

The next time you suffer a ‘fiery trial,’ meditate on these verses.  Prayerfully consider how your trial is part of God’s plan – indeed, His entire plan of salvation.  

