1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #35
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

Exhortations to Elders  (1 Peter 5:1-4)
·  “Therefore…”  What’s the ‘therefore’ there for?
· Why does Peter address elders at this point in his letter?

· __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Review:  Ezekiel 9:6

· “Since the purifying judgment of God is beginning in God’s House, and especially with its leaders, therefore I exhort those who are leaders among you…”

· “As your fellow elder…”

· Why do you think Peter describes himself in this way?

· _________________________________________________________

· “Witness of the sufferings of Christ…”
· Why not “witness of Christ’s resurrection?”  or “Witness of Christ’s Ascension?”  What would the suffering of Christ bring to the minds of Peter’s readers?

· Phil 3:10

· __________________________________________________

· “I long to be purified through whatever means God decrees, even purifying suffering, so that the Church may remain pure…”

· Matthew 26:69-75

· __________________________________________________

·  “A partaker also in the glory…”
· “Partaker” = Greek koinōnos.  See Phil 3:10.

· John 21:15-17

· __________________________________________________

· “I, like you, have sinned greatly, but I have been restored through Christ’s grace and forgiveness.  Remember this, as you govern in the Church….”

· Another application for elders is that just as Christ was willing to suffer on behalf of His sheep, so, too, should the elders be willing to suffer on behalf of their flock.

· “Shepherd the flock…”

· See John 21:16.

· Put yourself in Peter’s shoes.  You have denied Christ three times.  You have been ashamed and frightened.  You witness Christ’s suffering, made all the more bitter by the memory of your denial.  You witness the Crucifixion.  Then, you hear that Jesus is back!  You approach Him with love and joy, but a joy tempered with shame.  But Jesus restores you!  He forgives you!  How sweet and moving that moment must have been.  Can you imagine how profound Jesus’ first commandment after He restored Peter must have seemed?  So profound, that Peter remembered it and cherished it the rest of his life.  So profound, he repeats it in his letter to the churches in Asia, and – I suspect – there were tears in his eyes as he wrote.
· How does Peter say that elders should serve in the Church (v. 2)?

· Negative:  “Not under  _________________”; “Not for _________________”

· Positive: “but ____________________” ; “but with ___________________”

· “According to the will of God.”

· “In exhorting pastors to their duty, he points out three vices especially which are often to be found, namely sloth, desire for gain, and lust for power” (John Calvin).

· “Lording it over…”

· “Domineering, forcefully ruling over, subduing.”

· “Be examples…”

· Aren’t God (Eph 5:1) and Christ (1 Peter 2:21; 1 John 2:6) to be our examples?

· 1 Cor 4:16; Phil 3:17; 1 Tim 4:12; Titus 2:7-8
· Christian leaders must live lives worthy of imitation – this is not optional!

· Those who select leaders must bear this in mind – skills in administration, education, friendship, etc., do not automatically qualify one to be a leader in the church.

· Peter promises no earthly reward but rather directs elders to look beyond this present world.  

· “Chief Shepherd”

· It is natural when referring to elders as “Shepherds” that Christ is called the “Chief Shepherd.”

· “Crown”

· Used to indicate a reward.  See Rev 4:4; 10

· While all believers are said to be receive some kind of crown (2 Tim 4:8; James 1:12; Rev 2:10), Peter seems to have in mind a special reward.

