1 Peter


Grace Under Fire


Class #36





I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).





Fellowship Time





Younger Believers, be Subject to Your Elders  (1 Peter 5:5-7)





"Younger men..."  


Do you think that Peter intends these instructions only for males?


"Likewise..."


What does this word refer back to?


__________________________


"Be subject to..."


Greek "hypotasso" = "to rank oneself under"


"Elders"


Some translators believe this word refers to "older men" in general (see the NIV, for example).  Others translate this word as "Elder" - a position held by certain older men in the church.  What do you think it means?


________________________________


Why? _____________________________________________


How would you apply Peter's teaching to Shepherd's?


How would you apply his teaching to someone who is in a church where he or she questions the spiritual maturity of the elders or pastor?


"All of you..."


Do you think this refers to "all of you younger people" or "all of you in general?"


Remember, the verse divisions in our Bibles did not exist prior to 1551, and the paragraph divisions came even later.


"Clothe yourselves in humility..."


See Philippians 2:3-4


The sense of the quote from Proverbs 3:34 is "God is continually opposing the proud, but continually giving grace to the humble."


Who do the proud trust in?  Who do the humble trust in?


See 1 Cor 4:7; Rev 4:11


"Therefore..."


"Because God is opposed to the proud, therefore humble yourselves..."


Humble yourselves under ... God..."


What does humility before God look like?  How can we tie this attitude back to everything Peter has been writing about in his letter?


"...that He may exalt you at the proper time."


What time is the "proper time?"


"Casting your anxiety on Him..."


There is no new sentence in the Greek (as the NIV implies) - this phrase continues from the previous thought.  Peter is explaining how to humble ourselves before God.


See Matthew 6:25-34


Peter recognizes that when one puts the needs of others before oneself, and puts one's efforts to severing others, it is natural to ask: "But what about me?"


The path to true humility is to acknowledge that everything we have is by God's grace; casting all our anxieties on Him frees us up to to be genuinely concerned for the needs of others.


"...because He cares for you."


See Psalm 55:22


This is why we can confidently cast our anxieties on God.  He is a loving Father who cares more for us than we care for ourselves, because He knows what we really need to grow into Christ-likeness.





