1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #37
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

Resist the Devil  (1 Peter 5:8-11)
·  “Be of sober spirit, be alert”
· The Greek word means literal sobriety (not drunk with strong drink), but often has a metaphoric meaning in the NT.
· Peter says that the mind should be free from all forms of spiritual and mental loss of self-control.  
· These can be thought of as mental “addictions” or “idols” that can dominate our thought-life.
· See Col 3:2-3
· What are some examples in our lives that may seduce us from being alert?  
· “Your adversary, the Devil…”
· We studied the characteristics of the Devil recently in one of Pastor Paul’s Sermons.  How many attributes of the Devil can you recall?

· ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Satan has angels, or demon, who are like him: Matthew 25:41; Revelation 12:9

· Examples of demonic influence in the New Testament:

· Evil behavior in opposition to the Gospel:

· Mark 1:24; Acts 16:16-18; Revelation 2:10

· Malicious slander

· John 8:44; 1 John 4:1-3

· Bondage to self-destructive behavior

· Mark 5:5; 9:20

· Stubborn advocacy of false doctrine

· 1 John 4:1-6

· Yet, we are to be “babes in evil” (1 Cor 14:20).  What does this mean to you?

· “…prowls around like a hungry lion…”

· What are hungry lions like?  How do they attack?

· “…seeking someone to devour.”

· “Devour” means to swallow up – the same word is used in the LXX of Jonah

· Should Christians fear the Devils’ power?

· What does Peter counsel?

· What does “resist” mean?

· How should Christians resist the Devil?  Peter doesn’t say, but Paul gives some good advice in Ephesians 6:10-18.

· Girded loins with _________________.

· Breastplate of ____________________.

· Feet shod with ___________________.

· Shield of _______________________.

· Helmet of ______________________.

· Sword of the Spirit, which is the ________________________________.

· Why does Peter mention that the “flaming darts” of the Enemy are being shot at fellow believers as well?

· “Little while”

· Peter encourages his readers that God will “confirm, strengthen and establish” them after a “little while.”  When will God’s strengthening occur?

· Does this promise encourage you?  Why or why not?

· Peter praises God with a Doxology in verse 11.  What does “dominion” mean?  Why do you think Peter chooses this word to praise God in this verse?

