1 Peter

Grace Under Fire

Class #38
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).

Fellowship Time

Final Exhortation and Greetings (1 Peter 5:12-14)
·  Silvanus = Silas
· Compare 2 Corinthians 1:19 with Acts 18:5

· See also Acts 15:22-23; Acts 16:37-38

· “Through” or “By Silvanus”
· The Greek preposition can mean “by means of” or “through the agency of”

· It supports the idea that Silvanus was Peter’s secretary.

· But is also could mean that Silvanus was entrusted by Peter to carry the letter to the churches in Asia.

· Or, it could mean both of these!

· “Our faithful brother….”

· Literally, the Greek reads “the faithful brother”

· “Our” is possible (in Greek, “the faithful brother of us” – “of us” does not appear in the original, but may have been dropped because it was understood).

· Or, Silvanus was well-known to the churches in Asia for his faithfulness.  It was like a title for him.

· How would you define “Faithful?”

· Think of someone you know that you would describe as a faithful brother (or sister).  What are they like?  What character traits do they possess?  Do you regard them as mature in the faith?  What spiritual disciplines do they exercise regularly?
· Would your friends at Shepherds or in your family or at your work describe you as “faithful?”  Why or why not?

· Think about what it would be like for Peter to describe you as “the faithful brother” (or “sister”).  What changes would you make to be worthy of such a title?

· “I have written to you briefly…”

· Peter’s letter is, indeed, brief.  But just think about how much Peter has packed onto such a short letter!

· “Exhorting and testifying…”

· Peter summarizes the purpose of his letter.

· What is the difference between “exhorting” and “testifying?”

· “…that this is the grace of God.”

· What is “this”?

· “Stand firm in it.”

· Peter’s thesis statement.  This one phrase sums up all his previous exhortations and commands.

· “She who is in Babylon…”

· What is Babylon?

· Who is “she?”

· Why does she send greetings?

· “my son, Mark,”

· “Son” is figurative (see 1 Tim 1:18).  Son in the faith.
· Early church fathers record that Mark was in Rome with Peter and wrote his Gospel under Peter’s instruction.

· Mark having become the interpreter of Peter, wrote down accurately whatsoever he remembered. It was not, however, in exact order that he related the sayings or deeds of Christ. For he neither heard the Lord nor accompanied Him. But afterwards, as I said, he accompanied Peter, who accommodated his instructions to the necessities [of his hearers], but with no intention of giving a regular narrative of the Lord's sayings. Wherefore Mark made no mistake in thus writing some things as he remembered them. For of one thing he took especial care, not to omit anything he had heard, and not to put anything fictitious into the statements. (Fragments of Papias, c. 110AD.  Papias was a disciple of John).

· “Kiss of love…”

· A sign of chaste intimacy.  Elsewhere called “the holy kiss” (Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 16:20; 2 Cor 13:12; 1 Thess 5:26).
· By the 2nd Century, the 'holy kiss' had become part of the Christian worship service (called by the early church fathers the "kiss of peace").  It is possible that this practice was already present in the church in Peter's day, and that he wishes his greetings to be given during a worship service.

Having ended the prayers, we salute one another with a kiss. There is then brought to the president of the brethren bread and a cup of wine mixed with water; and he taking them, gives praise and glory to the Father of the universe, through the name of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and offers thanks at considerable length for our being counted

worthy to receive these things at His hands. (Justin Martyr, First Apology, Chap 65, c. 150AD).

· “Peace by with you all who are in Christ Jesus”   AMEN!!!
