1 Peter
Grace Under Fire
Class #4
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

The Trinity in Peter’s Greeting (1 Peter 1:2)
· In verse 2, Peter defines the work of each of the members of the Trinity in Salvation:
· Father: ___________________________
· Spirit: ____________________________
· Son: _____________ and _____________
· What is the Trinity?
· One ____________ in Three _________________
· What the Trinity is NOT:
· Three Gods
· One Person who presents Himself in 3 ways
· One God, One Angel/Man, and One “Active Force”
· Good Analogies
· Time (Past / Present / Future)
· Triple-Point of Water
· Light (wave vs particle)
· Sunlight (Sun, Rays, warmth)
· Bad Analogies
· Body / Soul / Spirit
· Young Man / Middle-aged Man / Old Man
· Man who is both a Son and a Father
· Man who is a Judge and a Race-car driver
· One human nature – many human persons
· One God = One Divine Being
· Does God have a “nature”?
· 1 Cor 8:4-5
· Do other “gods” share God’s nature?
· Psalm 82:1 / John 10:34ff
· How many Divine Natures are there?
· How many Gods with the Divine Nature are there?
· Isaiah 44:8
· Three Persons
· What does the word ‘person’ mean here?
· Is the Father a Person?
· Is He God?
· 1 Peter 1:3
· Is The Son / Jesus a Person?
· Is He God?
· John 1:1; 20:28; 2 Peter 1:1; Romans 9:5; Col 2:9
· Is the Spirit a Person?
· John 14:16-17
· Is He God?
· Acts 5:3-5; Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 2:11
· Why does the Trinity Matter?
· Correct doctrine about God
· The Trinity should affect the way we treat other people
· Philippians 2:5-11
· What is the primary characteristic of the relationship between Father and Son (and Spirit) in the Trinity?
· The Trinity should affect our evangelism
· How do other faiths account for the fact that humanity is relational?
· Given the Trinity – that God is a relational Being, why do you think He created us?
· How do other faiths account for the fact that the world is full of unity in diversity
· Rigid monotheists (Muslims, JWs) cannot account for diversity – indeed, their religion produces monolithic and dictatorial societies
· Polytheists (Hindus, Mormons) cannot account for unity in diversity. 
· Secular society celebrates diversity, but provides no basis for unity.
· The Trinity should affect our worship
· Eph 2:18 – 22
· Christian worship is by the Spirit, through the Son, to the Father
· John 4:21-24
· What is true worship, according to Jesus?
· Rev 5:13-14
· The Trinity should affect our prayers
· Prayer is also explicitly Trinitarian:  We pray in the Spirit, through the Son (In His Name), to the Father.
· The world was created by the Triune God

· We were saved by the Triune God

· We live and move and have our being in the Triune God

· Read 1 Peter 1:2 again.  Reflect on what each member of the One God did for you!
