Grace Under Fire
Class #7
I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand firm in it! (1 Peter 5:12).
Fellowship Time

Joy in Our Salvation – Part 3 (1 Peter 1:8-12)
· Who is Peter contrasting his readers with in verse 8?
· John 20:29, Heb 2:3
· The word for “love” is the Greek agape
· What does this tell us about the way Peter’s readers were following Christ?
· Notice that it is “now” – the present – in the midst of trials, though they had never seen Christ, they loved Him fully and sacrificially.
· The word “believe” is the common NT term for faith (pisteuō), meaning to ‘trust,’ ‘place one’s confidence in,’ ‘depend upon.’
· The word translated “in” is actually not the Greek en (“in”) but eis (“into”).  This phrase (“having faith into”) appears nowhere else in the NT.  
· It is almost as if Peter is saying that our faith is going into Jesus and resting there.  It implies a deep, personal relationship – a committed involvement on the part of the believer.  The idea is of the believer “resting” in Christ.
· The present result of our faith is Joy – a joy so great it is “inexpressible” and “full of glory.”
· NIV = “are filled”; NASB = “rejoice.”  The idea is of complete exultation.
· How would you contrast “joy” with “happiness?”
· Why do you think Peter is talking about “joy” in this passage, and not “happiness” or “contentment?”
· “Inexpressible” = “cannot be described in words”  = transcendent joy
· Have you ever felt this joy in the Lord?  When?  How long did it last?
· “Full of glory” = the glory yet to come fills us with a present joy in anticipation and gratitude.
· The “goal” (Greek: telos) or “outcome” of our faith in Christ is the “salvation of our souls.”
· Peter here is speaking about the entire salvation process, with an emphasis on present sanctification and future glorification.
· The word “your” does not occur in all manuscripts, but it is accepted by most modern English Bible translators.  It makes the salvation Peter is speaking of very personal.
· In verse 10, who are the prophets?  Is there are chance they are NT prophets?
· What is the “grace” that came to Peter’s readers?
· What kind of inquiry did the prophets make?
· In verse 11, what were the prophets searching for?
· We have a small translation issue in this verse
· NASB:  “person or time”
· NIV:  “time and circumstances”
· The issue turns on the Greek phrase tina e poion kairon
· Tina can mean either “who?” or “what?”
· E means “or”
· Poion can mean either “what?” or “what kind of?”
· Kairon means time
· So, there are two possibilities:
· “who and what [kind of] time?”
· “what time and what kind of time?”
· Either way, the idea is that the prophets were diligently searching for the Messiah and the time and circumstances of His coming.
· Does this mean the prophets knew nothing about Messiah?
· “Surely, Christ should also give the prophets the same scathing rebuke that He gave to the men on the road to Emmaus for being ignorant of his person and work from the OT” (Walter Kaiser).
· See Mark 13:4; Daniel 12:4, 9
· Who foretold the Messiah through the Prophets?
· Why does Peter focus on the “sufferings” and “glory” of Christ?
· Hint:  Re-read 1 Peter 1:6-9
· Why is “glory” in the plural?
· Why do you think God revealed what He did in verse 12 to the prophets?
· Serving = Greek: Doulos = “bondservant; slave”
· What are “these things” (NASB only) that the prophets were ministering?
· Is Peter saying that the OT prophecies were not relevant to the OT saints?
· See Heb 11:13-16
· Who is the Gospel spoken “by?”
· Who is the Gospel spoken “through?”
· Peter says that the angels “long” to look into these things.  The word “long” means a strong desire.
· The word “look” has the idea of “snooping,” of peeking in from outside.
· Why do you think Peter writes about the angels in the present tense?
· See Ephesians 3:8-10
· What are the angels “seeing” as they watch our progress towards our ultimate “salvation of the soul?”  
· Are our lives any less interesting to angels than the lives of believers in Peter’s day?  Is God any less active in salvation history now than He was then?
· What do you think Peter’s purpose is in verses 10-12?
