Doctrines & Differences

Class #12

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

· Is the Trinity to be found in the NT? (Continued)

· John 1:1 (Continued)

· John 1:1c

· “and the Word was God”

· “The Word had the same nature as God”

· Greek has no word for “a” or “an.”  Many nouns in Greek without the article are indefinite (“a something”).

· The word “God” in 1:1c does not have the article

· But Greek Grammarians are agreed that the lack of the article does not mean that 1:1c should be translated “a god.”

· Greek scholars tell us that nouns without the article often point to the qualities, character, or nature of the noun

· John 1:18 (“No one has seen God…”) – there is no article before “God” in this verse!

· Other verses that say the same thing:

· John 5:19

· John 10:33

· Col 2:9

· Does the Bible speak of God’s Nature?

· Deut 32:17-21; Gal 4:8 (other gods are not gods “by nature”)

· John’s poetic language points to God having the same sense in 1:1b and 1:1c

· Writers in the NT end a phrase with a word, then repeat that word at the beginning of the next phrase.  See Ro 5:3-5.

· The “X” pattern (“Chaism”)

· Mark 2:27

· (A) Sabbath  (B) for  (C) Man

· (C1) Man   (B1) for  (A1) Sabbath

· John 1:1

· (A) Word  (B) was  (C) God

· (C1) God  (B1) was  (C1) Word

· “In the beginning was Felix, and Felix was with the Feline, and Felix was Feline.”  If we understand that “the Feline” is a housecat, what kind of cat is Felix?

· Answering the Watchtower (class exercise)

· Summing up John 1:1a, 1:1b, and 1:1c:

“In the beginning (of all creation) the Word was already existing, and the Word was (continually) intimately with God (the Father), and the Word had the same nature as God.”

For Further Reading:

The Gospel of John, D.A. Carson

The Gospel According to John, H. Ridderbos

The Forgotten Trinity, James White

The Apologists Bible Commentary – John 1:1 http://www.forananswer.org

