Doctrines & Differences

Class #20

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Defending the Faith and the Authority of Scripture

· Two Approaches

· Evidential Apologetics

· MAPS

· The Resurrection

· The inadequacy of alternate explanations

· The Resurrection is most reasonable explanation of the rise of Christianity and the fervor of the Apostle’s witness

· Presuppositional Apologetics

· “Presupposition” = the “pre=condition” of knowledge

· A foundational belief that supports all other beliefs

· Everyone has presuppositions – they are inherent in everyone’s’ belief system

· Prov 26:4-5:

4Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou also be like unto him. 5Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit.
· “Fool” = “a mind that has been already made up”

· We shouldn’t answer the fool by using his own criteria for what is true and false; we should answer him by using Biblical criteria for what is true and false – and demonstrate to him the defects in his own criteria.

· TAEG – “The Transcendental Argument for the Existence of God”

· A detailed examination of the foundations for all belief systems, demonstrating the logic of the Christian worldview by revealing the impossibility of all other worldviews.

· “Worldview” = “The way we see the world – the sum total of our beliefs.”  Our worldview is based on presuppositions.
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· In the Atheistic Universe, there are no absolutes or “universal” laws

· In the Atheistic Universe, laws are “conventional” or relative

· “Your truth and my truth”

· “Don’t try to impose your values on me”

· “Truth is relative” – Is this a universal or relative truth?

· In the Theistic Universe, laws are universal and never vary

· In the Theistic Universe, laws derive from God and His Revelation

· How do we “know” things?

· We use logic, science, and our moral sense

· The Christian also has a higher source of knowledge – God’s revelation

· Which worldview has a logical basis for logic, science, and morality?

· Do Atheists use logic, science, and their moral sense to know things?

· If they do, they are guilty of “borrowing” from our worldview

· Rom 1:18-24

· Conclusion

Both approaches to apologetics are valid, so long as we seek to honor and glorify God and follow the Scriptural mandate to provide answers for the hope within us, with gentleness and respect.

We should always keep in mind that any ‘evidence’ we present must never be placed above the Authority of Scripture.  The Presuppositional method necessarily does so, for it is only by Scripture that God communicates His universal laws to us.  Therefore, the Presuppositional approach is best for answering the “Fool” (“the mind that has already been made up”) who rejects God and His Revelation.

Once someone accepts the existence of God and the necessity of Revelation, in that context, we can present evidence supporting our belief that the Bible represents the unique Revelation of God to mankind.

For Further Reading:

Always Ready: Directions for Defending the Faith, Greg Bahnsen

Faith has its Reasons, Ken Boa and Robert Bowman

Apologetics to the Glory of God, John Frame

See the Gods Fall: Four Rivals to Christianity, Francis Beckwith and Stephen Parrish

http://www.covenantmedia.org (A website dedicated to the writings & teaching of Greg Bahnsen)

