Doctrines & Differences

Class #31

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Doctrine of Salvation – Election (Part 2)

Ordo Salutis:  Election, Calling, Regeneration, Conversion, Justification, Adoption, Sanctification, Glorification
· Our testimonies (con’t)

· Hearing how God has worked sovereignly in each of our lives to bring us to Himself

· REVIEW:  How does anyone come to God?  By freely choosing good or by God’s election?
· 9What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; 10as it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; 11There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God;12All have turned aside, together they have become useless; There is none who does good, There is not even one.” (Ro 3:9 – 12)
· If none seek after God – this means that God must change our  hearts to give us the desire to come to Him.  Salvation is by grace alone – and that includes the very faith that is in our hearts:
· Ephesians 2:8
· Some Common Objections to the Calvinist view of Election

· “Election means that we do not have a choice in whether we accept Christ or not”
· Calvinism – as traditionally argued – does not deny human volition in coming to faith.  That is, it does not deny that when we come to faith, we do so freely, willingly, and without compulsion.
· However, our choices are not absolutely “free” – for God can work sovereignly through our desires so that he guarantees that our choices come about as He has ordained.
· Psalm 37:4; Matthew 6:10; John 5:30; Luke 22:42
· Acts 13:48
· It is a mistake to assume that a choice must be absolutely free (not ordained by God) in order for it to be a genuine human choice.
· “Then our choices are not real choices”
· The Bible portrays our choices as real choices. 
· The Bible declares that God is sovereign and that he elects those whom He has chosen for salvation
· It is mere human assumption that a choice must be absolutely free to be genuine and valid
· The Bible never discusses “free will”
· God alone is the measure of what is real and genuine.  If He portrays human choice in His Word as real and genuine, we must accept that it is.  We must also accept that if none come to Him of their own “will,” those who do come to Him do so because He has ordained that it be so.

· “The Doctrine of Election means that unbelievers never had a chance to believe”
· The Bible always portrays those who reject God as willfully rejecting Him – not due to God’s prior plan.
· John 5:40; Romans 1:20
· Yet, the Bible also portrays unbelievers as being ‘prepared for destruction,’ just as the saved are ‘prepared beforehand” (Rom 9:22-23).  And those prepared for destruction are so prepared to glorify God!
· While these may seem contradictory to human reason, we must affirm that God is infinitely kind, just, and fair.  If we truly believe this, and if we submit our human reason to God’s Word, we must proclaim that those who reject God do so of their own volition, out of the desires of their own hearts – and yet also in accordance with God’s divine decree.
· “Don’t 1Timothy 2:4 and 2Peter 3:9 indicate that God ‘wills’ that all will come to Christ, and therefore salvation depends on the absolutely free choice of the believer?”
· The fact is that not all will be saved.  How do Calvinists are Arminians account for this fact:
· The Arminian view:  God ‘wills’ that all men come to Him, but places “free will” above His desire to save everyone.
· The Calvinist view:  God ‘wills’ that all men come to Him, but places His own glory above his desire to save everyone.
· On both views, God has a ‘revealed’ will – His expressed desires regarding how we should act; and a ‘hidden’ will – His eternal plan that shall come to pass.
· Question:  Which view is best reflected in the Bible?  Is God’s eternal plan subject to human choice or designed to bring Him glory?
FURTHER READING:
Chosen But Free,  Norman Geisler (a sustained argument for Arminianism)

The Potter’s Freedom,  James White (a respectful response to Geisler)

Systematic Theolgy, Wayne Grudem, pp. 680 – 684

