Doctrines & Differences

Class #37

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Doctrine of Salvation – Adoption (Con’t)

Ordo Salutis:  Election, Calling, Regeneration, Conversion, Justification, Adoption, Sanctification, Glorification
· Our testimonies (con’t)

· Hearing how God has worked sovereignly in each of our lives to bring us to Himself

· Adoption (Con’t)

· More Benefits of Adoption

· We are heirs with Christ and through Christ
· Gal 4:4-7, Rom 8:17, 1 Peter 1:4, Rev 2:26-27; 3:21)
· As a foretaste, angels are sent to minister to us and serve us (Heb 1:14)
· Though we are now God’s children, there is a sense in which the full benefits of adoption will only be realized in the future (Rom 8:23).  The fulfillment of adoption is receiving our resurrection bodies (Glorification).
· We are heirs of eternal life, and much, much more!
· How Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses interpret us being heirs with Christ
· With this relationship and benefits in mind, why is it important for us to daily pray for forgiveness of sins (Matt 6:9-12).  Aren’t we already justified?
· Other priveleges of adoption include our relationships with each other, which are deeper and more intimate than any earthly relationship can possibly be.
· As we all strive to imitate our Father (Eph 5:1, 1 Pet 1:14-16), and as He conforms us to the image of His Son (sanctification), we will naturally draw closer to one another.
· Church is, therefore, truly a “family affair.”
· 1 John 3:10
· Discuss Ephesians as Paul’s explanation of Adoption

Some questions to ponder:

1. How does the doctrine of adoption change the way you think about other churches, or other believers with whom we differ on non-essentials?

2. Do you sense the Holy Spirit within you bearing witness to your spirit that you are a child of God (Rom 8:15-16; Gal 4:6)?  Can you describe what that sense is like?

3. In what ways do you think discussing the fact that you are a child of God with a Jehovah’s Witness or Mormon might be an effective way to witness to them?

FURTHER READING:  Knowing God, J.I. Packer, pp 200 – 229.




Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem, pp. 736 – 743.

A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, Robert Reymond, 

pp. 759 -766

