Doctrines & Differences

Homework due Week #9

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence (1 Peter 3:15 NASB)

Read the John 1:1-18 several times over the course of this week.  When you are familiar with it, answer the following questions:

1. When was “in the Beginning…”?  What other verses in the Bible can you think of that speak about the “Beginning” – either using that word, or a similar concept?

	

	

	

	

	


2. Unitarians deny that the Word in John 1:1 is the Son of God prior to His existence on earth.  They say the “Word” is God’s plan or idea of creation – or is the literal “word” spoken by God in Genesis 1.  What verses in this passage suggest that the Word is an actual person – not merely an idea or personification of the word spoken by God?

	

	

	

	

	


3. Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons both believe that the Son of God was a created being.  How does verse 3 prove they are wrong?

	

	

	

	

	


4. What does John mean by “the Word became flesh and dwelled among us?”  Is Jesus fully God or 50% God and 50% Man?

	

	

	

	

	


5. In verse 18 we read that “the only-begotten God” has revealed the Father to us.  Jehovah’s Witnesses like to use this to prove that Jesus cannot be the same God as the Father, because the Father is “unbegotten.”  How would you respond to this argument? (This is a tough one!  Hint:  Read this verse in the NIV, as well as John 3:16 and consider how “only-begotten” is translated there).

	

	

	

	

	


