The "Should You Believe in the Trinity" Tract and the use of Scholarly Quotations

(Source – http://www.bible.ca/trinity/trinity-frames-start-page-SYBTT-bible-section.htm)

	What the Watchtower Wrote
	What the Scholar Really Wrote

	
	

	A PROTESTANT publication states: "The word Trinity is not found in the Bible . . . It did not find a place formally in the theology of the church till the 4th century." (The Illustrated Bible Dictionary)
	The full quote says, "It must be remembered that the OT was written before the revelation of the doctrine of the Trinity was clearly given." . . . "The word Trinity is not found in the Bible . . . It did not find a place formally in the theology of the church till the 4th century . . . Although Scripture does not give us a formulated doctrine of the Trinity, it contains all the elements out of which theology has constructed the doctrine."

Note:  The word "Trinity" does not occur in the Bible, but neither does the phrase "theocratic organization," the term used by the WT to describe itself.

	And a Catholic authority says that the Trinity "is not . . . directly and immediately [the] word of God."-New Catholic Encyclopedia.


	The source is talking about the 4th century trinity creed not the deity of Christ and the personality of the Holy Spirit., "The 4th-century articulation of the triadic mystery is at least implicitly the word of God, hence part of the Christian credo. On the other hand, it is not, as already seen, directly and immediately word of God." The source goes on to say that "the Trinitarian mystery" as taught in the 4th century, can be supported "a wealth of scriptural quotation".

	The Catholic Encyclopedia also comments: "In Scripture there is as yet no single term by which the Three Divine Persons are denoted together. The word [tri'as] (of which the Latin trinitas is a translation) is first found in Theophilus of Antioch about A. D. 180. . . . Shortly afterwards it appears in its Latin form of trinitas in Tertullian." However, this is no proof in itself that Tertullian taught the Trinity.
	Here's what the encyclopedia really said:  "The word [tri'as] (of which the Latin trinitas is a translation) is first found in Theophilus of Antioch about A. D. 180. He speaks of "the Trinity of God [the Father], His Word and His Wisdom" ("Ad. Autol.", 11, 15, P. G., VI, 1078). The term may, of course, have been in use before his time. Shortly afterwards it appears in its Latin form of trinitas in Tertullian." The part the Watchtower left out says that Theophilus (180 AD) not only taught the trinity BEFORE Tertullian (200 AD) but that the word Trinity itself was used before Theophilus. So the source is actually teaching that the use of the word trinity predated Tertullian by two generations!

	The Catholic work Trinitas-A Theological Encyclopedia of the Holy Trinity, for example, notes that some of Tertullian's words were later used by others to describe the Trinity. Then it cautions: "But hasty conclusions cannot be drawn from usage, for he does not apply the words to Trinitarian theology."
	The selective quoting of the Watchtower deliberately misleads the reader to the wrong conclusion that that Tertullian never used the word trinitas in reference to the Trinity. Such is a lie as can see by reading what Terullian wrote himself! A simple reading of the entire quote in context proves that it was the words, "substantia", "consubstantialis" and "consubstantivus" that Tertullian never applied to Trinitarian theology.

"The great African fashioned the Latin language of the Trinity, and many of his words and phrases remained permanently in use: the words Trinitas and persona, the formulas 'one substance in three persons,' 'God from God, light from Light.' He uses the word substantia 400 times, as he uses consubstantialis and consubstantivus, but hasty conclusions cannot be drawn from usage, for he does not apply the words to Trinitarian theology"

	Testimony of the Hebrew Scriptures

WHILE the word "Trinity" is not found in the Bible, is at least the idea of the Trinity taught clearly in it? For instance, what do the Hebrew Scriptures ("Old Testament") reveal? 

The Encyclopedia of Religion admits: "Theologians today are in agreement that the Hebrew Bible does not contain a doctrine of the Trinity."
	The source of this quote is Eliade.  He and most Trinitarians admit that the Old Testament did not reveal the trinity as a doctrine, but so what? There is a clear development of doctrines that all Bible students recognize from the Old to the New Testaments. But Eliade actually says that the basic trinity doctrine is taught in the New Testament! Further: Nowhere in the Old Testament do we find the words or any clear indication of...

· baptism 

· the Lord's supper 

· second coming 

· that Jesus was the agent of creation 

· that the Messiah was to be raised from the dead 

	Similarly, in his book The Triune God, Jesuit Edmund Fortman admits: "The Old Testament . . . tells us nothing explicitly or by necessary implication of a Triune God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. . . . There is no evidence that any sacred writer even suspected the existence of a [Trinity] within the Godhead. . . . Even to see in [the "Old Testament"] suggestions or foreshadowings or 'veiled signs' of the trinity of persons, is to go beyond the words and intent of the sacred writers."-Italics ours. 
	Fortman's comments are clearly restricted to the Old Testament "sacred writers" as the context proves. But the ellipse ". . ." makes it appear that Forman is saying "any sacred writer" includes the New Testament writers as well. Forman spends several chapters discussing in detail JUST HOW many New Testament "sacred writers", not only "suspected" the trinity, but taught it! A few sentences later Forman says, "However, these [Old Testament] writers definitely do give us the words that the New Testament uses to express the trinity of persons"

	Testimony of the Greek Scriptures

WELL, then, do the Christian Greek Scriptures ("New Testament") speak clearly of a Trinity? 

The Encyclopedia of Religion says: "Theologians agree that the New Testament also does not contain an explicit doctrine of the Trinity."
	The key word here is "explicit". The very next sentence says, "In the immediate post New Testament period of the Apostolic Fathers no attempt was made to work out the God-Christ (Father-Son) relationship in ontological terms". A few sentences later, "The shift is from function to ontology, from the "economic trinity" (Father, Son, and Spirit in relation to us) to the "immanent" or "essential Trinity" (Father, Son, and Spirit in relation to each other). It was prompted chiefly by belief in the divinity of Christ and later in the divinity of the Holy Spirit, but even earlier by the consistent worship of God in a trinitarian pattern and the practice of baptism into the threefold name of God." 

	Jesuit Fortman states: "The New Testament writers . . . give us no formal or formulated doctrine of the Trinity, no explicit teaching that in one God there are three co-equal divine persons. . . . Nowhere do we find any trinitarian doctrine of three distinct subjects of divine life and activity in the same Godhead." 
	The Watchtower again fails to differentiate between "elemental Trinitarian" doctrine of the Bible and "formulated Trinitarian" doctrine of the 4th century.  Look what is missing in the ellipses ". . .": "the New Testament writers together they tell us there is only one God, the creator and lord of the universe, who is the Father of Jesus. They call Jesus the Son of God, Messiah, Lord, Savior, Word, Wisdom. They assign Him the divine functions of creation, salvation, judgment. Sometimes they call Him God explicitly. They do not speak as fully and clearly of the Holy Spirit as they do of the Son, but at times they coordinate Him with the Father and the Son and put Him on a level with them as far as divinity and personality are concerned. They give us in their writings a triadic ground plan and triadic formulas. They do not speak in abstract terms of nature, substance, person, relation, circumincession, mission, but they present in their own ways the ideas that are behind these terms. They give us no formal or formulated doctrine of the Trinity, no explicit teaching that in one God there are three co-equal divine persons. But they do give us an elemental trinitarianism, the data from which such a formal doctrine of the Triune God may be formulated."

	The New Encyclopædia Britannica observes: "Neither the word Trinity nor the explicit doctrine appears in the New Testament." 
	The Watchtower again deliberately confuses the issue by using the word "explicit". This Britannica quote is lifted from the middle of a discussion of the elemental doctrine of the trinity, as the Bible teaches, and the explicit developed doctrine of the 4th century. Notice what Britannica says a few sentences later in the same article: "Thus, the New Testament established the basis for the doctrine of the Trinity. The doctrine developed gradually over several centuries and through many controversies."


	Bernhard Lohse says in A Short History of Christian Doctrine: "As far as the New Testament is concerned, one does not find in it an actual doctrine of the Trinity." 
	First, it is important to note that the doctrine of the Trinity does not go back to non-Christian sources [pagan], as has sometimes been supposed in the past. There has been no lack of attempts to find the initial form of the doctrine of the Trinity in Plato, or in Hinduism, or in Parsiism. All such attempts may be regarded today as having floundered. ... As far as the New Testament is concerned, one does not find in it an actual doctrine of the Trinity. This does not mean very much, however, for generally speaking the New Testament is less intent upon setting forth certain doctrines than it is upon proclaiming the kingdom of God, a kingdom that dawns in and with the person of Jesus Christ. At the same time, however, there are in the New Testament the rudiments of a concept of God that was susceptible of further development and clarification, along doctrinal lines. ... Speaking first of the person of Jesus Christ ... In other passages of the New Testament the predicate "God" is without a doubt applied to Christ 

	The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology similarly states': "The N[ew] T[estament] does not contain the developed doctrine of the Trinity. 'The Bible lacks the express declaration that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are of equal essence [said Protestant theologian Karl Barth]."
	Notice the words "express declaration.  Barth is merely stating what we already know – that the Bible does not contain the precise wording of the Trinity found in later creeds.  However, it is clear when we read his comments in context that Barth does see the Trinity as implicit in the New Testament:

"The NT does not contain the developed doctrine of the Trinity. The Bible lacks the express declaration that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are of equal essence and therefore in an equal sense God himself. And the other express declaration is also lacking, that God is God thus and only thus, i.e. as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These two express declarations, which go beyond the witness of the Bible, are the twofold content of the Church doctrine of the Trinity" ... But the NT does contain the fixed, three-part formula of 2 Cor. 13:13 (EVV 14) in which God, the Lord Jesus Christ and the Spirit are mentioned together (cf. I Cor. 12:4 ff.). The Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit occurs only in the baptismal formula in Matt. 28:19."

	Yale University professor E. Washburn Hopkins affirmed: "To Jesus and Paul the doctrine of the trinity was apparently unknown; . . . they say nothing about it."-Origin and Evolution of Religion. 
	"The beginning of the doctrine of the Trinity appears already in John " (c. 100). "To Jesus and Paul the doctrine of the trinity was apparently unknown; . . . they say nothing about it." (Origin and Evolution of Religion, E. W. Hopkins, p. 336)

Washburn is a liberal scholar who, indeed, does not believe Jesus or Paul speak of Jesus' divinity, must less the Trinity.  However, he does recognized that the Trinity is "beginning" in the Gospel of John!

	Historian Arthur Weigall notes: "Jesus Christ never mentioned such a phenomenon, and nowhere in the New Testament does the word 'Trinity' appear. The idea was only adopted by the Church three hundred years after the death of our Lord."-The Paganism in Our Christianity. 
	Weigall is an atheist who claims not only that Christianity is "pagan" in origin, but also that almost every major element of Watchtower doctrine is derived from paganism as well!


For a detailed examination of the Watchtower’s claims regarding the Trinity and early Christians, see “Were Early Christians Trinitarians?” here:

http://www.forananswer.org/Top_JW/EarlyChristians.htm
(Note:  There’s an underscore between Top_JW)

If you’d like a hardcopy, please let me know.

