
A Brief Theology of Heaven
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth...(Revelation 21:1)
Class 1

Introduction

·	The Subject of Heaven
“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.” 
John 14:1-3

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall
be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”
Revelation 21:1-4

·	HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED...
What is Heaven really going to be like?
What will we look like?
What will we do?
Won’t Heaven get boring after a while?

·	We all have questions about what heaven will be like.
This study is based on the Scriptures, and on Heaven, by Randy
Alcorn. In his book, Randy invites you to picture Heaven the way
Scripture describes it - a bright, vibrant, and physical New Earth, free
from sin, suffering, and death, and brimming with Christ’s presence,
wondrous natural beauty, and the richness of human culture as God
intended it.  

Heaven is recommended - but not required - for this class.

·	God has put eternity in our hearts. 
We are homesick for Eden. We’re
nostalgic for what is implanted in our hearts. It’s built into us, perhaps
even at a genetic level. We long for what the first man and woman
once enjoyed - a perfect and beautiful Earth with free and untainted
relationships with God, each other, animals, and our environment.
Every attempt at human progress has been an attempt to overcome what
was lost in the fall.

·	Our ancestors came from Eden. We are headed toward a new earth.
Meanwhile, we live out our lives on a sin-corrupted Earth, between Eden
and the New Earth, but we must never forget that this is not our natural
state. Sin and death and suffering and war and poverty are not natural
- they are the devastating results of our rebellion against God.
We long for a return to Paradise - a perfect world, without the
corruption of sin, where God walks with us and talks with us in the cool
of the day. Because we’re human beings, we desire something tangible
and physical, something that will not fade away.

·	Adam was formed from the dust of the earth, forever establishing our connection to the earth (Genesis 2:7). 
Just as we are made from the earth, so too we are made for the earth. 
But, you may object, Jesus said he was going to prepare a place for us and would take us there to live
with him forever (John 14:2-3). Yes. But what is that place? Revelation 21
makes it clear - it’s the New Earth. That’s where the New Jerusalem will
reside when it comes down out of Heaven. Only then will we be truly
home.

·	Florence Chadwick
What are the things that cloud our vision about our true destination?
What steps can we take to more clearly "see" that Old Earth is not our home?
How can we become more 'heavenly minded' without becoming 'no earthly good?'


