
A Brief Theology of Heaven
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth...(Revelation 21:1)
Class 4

Heaven - What is it Like? - Part 2

The Intermediate Heave (review)
Colossians 3:1-2
Revelation 6:9-11

The Eternal Heaven (The New Earth)

Homesick for Eden
Have you ever been homesick? What did it feel like? 
	Because of our connection to Adam and Eve, can you see how we could be homesick for Eden? 
	How might that make us long for a New Earth?
	Comparing Genesis 2-3 with Revelation 20-21, cite at least two examples of the perfect symmetry of God’s plan.
	When Revelation speaks of the old Earth passing away (21:1), does it mean that the earth will be utterly annihilated, and will cease to exist? Explain.
	Since we know that our bodies are destroyed, yet God will raise them into new bodies, does it make sense that though the Earth will be destroyed, God will raise it into a New Earth? Is this a new idea for you?
	Will Heaven really change locations? 
	The current Heaven is in the angelic realm, distinctly separate from earth (though likely having more earthly qualities than we often assume). 
But the future Heaven will be in the human realm, on earth. The dwelling place of God will be the dwelling place of man. That dwelling place will not be where believers go now when we die. It will be in a resurrected universe. Heaven, God's dwelling place, will be relocated to the new earth (Rev. 21:1-3). 
The New Jerusalem which was in Heaven then comes down out of Heaven from God. Where does it go to? The New Earth. Then "the dwelling of God"—which means Heaven—will be with men in their realm: earth. 
"Heaven" can refer to the place we go at death, the intermediate state where we live until the resurrection. But the ultimate "Heaven" is the one spoken of in Revelation 21-22. It's the new cosmos where we'll live forever, after our resurrections. Since Heaven is God's dwelling place, when God chooses to relocate on the New Earth, he will bring Heaven with him, expanding it to include the new universe. 
Several books on heaven state that the New Jerusalem remains "suspended over the earth." But the text doesn't say this. John watches it "coming down" from Heaven. There's no reason to believe it stops before reaching the New Earth. The assumption that it remains suspended over the earth arises from a misguided instinct that Heaven and earth must be kept separate. But Scripture demonstrates that in fact they will be joined. God's eternal purpose is "to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ" (Ephesians 1:10). 
Wayne Grudem, in his Systematic Theology says, "Heaven is the place where God most fully makes known his presence to bless." He then asks an important question: "Can that place change? Yes. It has to a certain extent and it will dramatically. Because heaven's location will be shifted to the new universe, centered in the new Jerusalem, located on the new earth." 
	What will the ultimate Heaven be like? 
	Heaven is both a country (Luke 19:12; Heb. 11:14-16) and a city (Heb. 11:16; 12:22; 13:14; Rev. 21:12). A country is typically a large territory of various geographies, with citizens of diverse cultures and vocations, sometimes even languages, under one government that provides a common identity. A city is a place of many residences in near proximity. A city's inhabitants are subject to the common government. Cities usually have varied and bustling activity, community events, education, arts, and visitors. 
Heaven is and will be a place of great beauty, both natural created beauty and architecture, including streets of gold and buildings of pearls and emeralds and precious stones (Rev. 21:19-21). Heaven will have the advantages we associate with earthly cities, without the disadvantages (e.g. crime, pollution, corruption). 
Heaven's gates will always be open. People will travel in and out, some bringing treasures into the city (Rev. 21:24-25; 22:14). Travel outside the city shows that the city is not the whole of heaven, but merely its center. The great city is the capital of an endless empire, called a heavenly country (Heb. 11:16). There is a universe outside the city's gates, to which its citizens have free access. Cities are characterized by visitors coming in and occupants going out for various reasons. 


