Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #1

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Why Romans?

· Romans may be the most important letter you will ever read. It is Paul's masterpiece, the clearest and fullest explanation of the gospel in the Bible. 
· It is truly “the Gospel according to Paul,” in which he clearly lays out how sinful men may “obtain the righteousness of God.”
· John Calvin said that "if a man understands it, he has a sure road opened for him to the understanding of the whole Scripture." 
· William Tyndale, the father of English Bible translators, believed that every Christian should learn it by heart. "The more it is studied," he wrote, "the easier it is; the more it is chewed, the pleasanter it is" (prologue to Romans in his 1534 English New Testament).
· Chrysostom had Romans read to him once or twice every week.
· But watch out!  Those who study Romans are rarely the same afterwards!
· Martin Luther
I hated the expression `righteousness of God,' for through the tradition and 

practice of all the doctors I had been taught to understand it philosophically, as the so-
called `formal'​ or, to use another word, `active'-righteousness through which God is just 
and punishes sinners and the unjust. But I could not love the righteous God, the God who 
punishes. I hated Him. . . . I was very displeased with God, if not in secret blasphemy, then certainly with mighty grumbling, and said: should it not be enough for miserable sinners eternally damned by original sin to be oppressed by all sorts of calamity through the law of the Ten Commandments? Must God add suffering to suffering even through the Gospel and also threaten us with His righteousness and His wrath through the Gospel too?"

"I pondered incessantly, day and night, until I gave heed to the context of the words, 
namely: `For [in the Gospel] is the righteousness of God revealed, as it is written: The 
just shall live by faith.' Then I began to understand the righteousness of God as a 
righteousness by which a just man lives as by a gift of God, that means by faith. I 
realized that it was to be understood this way: the righteousness of God is revealed 
through the Gospel, namely the so-called `passive' righteousness we receive, through 
which God justifies us by faith through grace and mercy. . . . Now I felt as if I had been 
born again: the gates had been opened and I had entered Paradise itself"
· Charles Wesley

"On the evening of May 24, 1738, I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther's preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine," he wrote in his journal, "while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for my salvation; and an assurance was given me that he had taken my sins away, even mine; and saved me from the law of sin and death." This event in Wesley’s life helped to launch the great evangelical revival of the eighteenth century.
· What is Romans Really About?

· Romans is thoroughly theological

· Some Key Theological Terms we’ll find in Romans:

· Justification

· Sanctification

· The Law

· Grace

· Glorification

· Sin

· But it would be wrong to think of Romans as a theology textbook

· Romans is a letter

· Key points to keep in mind when reading someone else’s mail:

· Who is the author?

· Who is the Audience?

· What ideas and words did they have in common?

· What did those ideas and words mean?

· Romans was written 2000 years ago

· Imagine it is the year 4003ad.  You find a letter with the following sentences:  “We had our backs to the wall.  The situation could not have gotten any worse.  It was truly a ‘Hail Mary’ situation.”

· Can you tell what these sentences meant?  What would help you determine the meaning (e.g., if the author and recipient were Catholic Priests vs if they were football coaches).

· What is the “theme” of Romans?  What’s it about?

· Reformed View 

· Romans is about the individual believer

· Romans emphasized Justification by faith because Jews were teaching justification by works.

· The “New Perspective”

· Luther read too much of his own situation into Romans.  Paul wasn’t concerned with the individual.  Such a view was foreign to 1st Century thought.

· Paul was concerned about ‘people groups,’ specifically the Gentiles and how they could become God’s chosen alongside Jews – and even be more populous in the growing church of Paul’s day.

· Jews were not preaching justification by works; they believed God saved them by faith as a nation through the Covenant; they followed the Law to stay in the Covenant and obtain its blessings.

· Responses to the New Perspective have argued forcefully for the Reformed View (e.g., N.T. Wright, What St. Paul Really Said; F.F. Bruce, Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free).

· Many Evangelical scholars acknowledge that the New Perspective does offer some need, but minor, correction to the Reformed view (for example, Jews had a range of beliefs, and some groups certainly did understand Grace correctly; it is not easy to establish that these were in the Roman church, however, given Paul’s polemic against legalism).

· Legalism vs Grace

· Is there evidence in the NT that at least some groups of Jewish Christians in NT times were teaching legalism and works-salvation?

· Is there evidence in the NT that individual salvation was a focus?

· In your experience, when people get the Gospel wrong, what kind of salvation do they preach?

· This class will follow the Reformed view, although will make reference to the New Perspective where appropriate.

