Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #12
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Jewish Privileges and their Limitations (3:1 – 8)
· At the end of chapter 2, Paul has laid the foundation of his Gospel – that Gentiles and Jews alike were given revelation about God; both have failed to live up to that revelation; both stand equally under God’s wrath.  So, when Paul asks at the beginning of chapter 3, “What advantage is there in being a Jew?” what answer would you expect him to give?
· Why do you think Paul gives the answer that he does?  How does his answer make you re-think his argument in chapter 2?
· Why do you think Paul quotes Psalm 51:4 here (verse 4)?  In what way is God “faithful” or “true” in this Psalm?
· We have discussed how the theme of “God’s righteousness” is a key concept in Romans.  How is Paul using it in verse 5?  Who does “our unrighteousness” refer to?
· Paul implies in verse 6 that sin glorifies God.  How is this possible?
· Read verses 6-8.  Summarize Paul’s answer to the question he raises in verse 6 in 1 sentence:
All Are Under Sin (3:9-20)

· Compare verse 9 (“not at all!”) with verse 2 (“Great in every respect!”).  Is Paul contradicting himself?  What are the two issues Paul is distinguishing?
· Who is “we” in verse 9?
· Ti oun; proexometha; (“what then; do we excel?”)
· What does the phrase “under sin” mean to you?  Why do you think Paul uses this phrase?
· Teacher vs Liberator
· See verse 24
· Using a practice that rabbis call “pearl-stringing,” Paul quotes a series of Old Testament verses that prove the point Paul has made in verse 9 – that all are under sin.  List the OT verses Paul is quoting and summarize the point of each one:
· Verses 10 – 12:  Psalm ____________

· Point ________________________________________

· Verse 13:  Psalm __________

· Point ________________________________________

· Verse 13c:  Psalm __________

· Point ________________________________________

·  Verse 14:  Psalm __________

· Point ________________________________________

· Verses 15 – 17:   Isaiah _____________

· Point ________________________________________

· Verse 18: Psalm ____________

· Point ________________________________________

· In verse 19, Paul uses the word “Law” once again.  But has he quoted from the Pentateuch?  How is Paul using “Law” here?
· Is Paul only addressing Jews in verse 19 (“those under the law”)?  How are those “under sin” different than those “under the Law?”
· How is “every mouth closed?” by the Law?
· If “works of the Law” (erga nomou) do not justify us, what does the Law accomplish?
· So, are we then absolved from doing “works of the Law?”
· What does verse 20 say to us Christians who have never been “under the Law?”
