Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #24
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Freed from Bondage to the Law (Rom 7:1 - 6)

· Paul continues his thoughts from chapter 6 – in which he says that we have died to sin, by being “in” Christ’s death, so that we may now live “in” Christ by virtue of His resurrection.  In Chapter 7, Paul continues his concluding remarks at the end of Chapter 6 by saying that we are no longer under the Law for the same reason – because we have ______________.
· Unpacking Paul’s metaphor of the married woman:
· Who does the woman represent? _____________________________.
· Who is the first husband? ___________________________________.
· Who dies? _______________________________________________.
· What ends with death? _____________________________________.
· Who is the second husband? _________________________________.
· Applying Paul’s metaphor to us:
· Who dies in us? ___________________________________________.
· What ends with this death? __________________________________.
· Who are we now married to? _________________________________.
· Verse 4 has been called the heart of this chapter, and the heart of the Gospel itself.
· Compare this verse with what Paul says in chapter 6:
	Romans 6
	Romans 7:4

	We died to sin (v. 2)
	You died to the Law

	Through union with Christ (vv. 4-5)
	Through the body of Christ

	Slaves of righteousness and of God (vv. 18-22)
	That you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead

	The benefit (fruit) you reap leads to holiness (v. 22)
	In or that we might bear fruit to God


· The union with Christ is twofold:
· The Incarnation, by which Jesus stood for the human race is such as way that what the One died, they all died.  This is the union with the first husband.
· The resurrected Christ, to whom we may be united in the Spirit through faith.  This is the second marriage, the saving union, made possible by the first.
· The Christian life is not a memory or an imitation of Jesus’ life lived long ago.  It is not a commemoration of the former marriage to the first husband.  It is instead a union with the Risen Lord, who now lives in us.
· The object of our “second marriage” is to “bring forth fruit for God.”
· To continue the marriage metaphor, our Christian lives should bring forth offspring – good works, good character, good thoughts, joy, peace, and a mind in harmony with God.  The origin of these ‘fruits’ is our union with Christ – a profound loving fellowship that leads to sanctification – the conforming of our image to that of Christ.
· Paul elaborates this point in the next two verses – once negatively, the other positively.
· In verse 5, we see why no fruit could be produced for God under the Law.  The Law ‘aroused’ “sinful passions.”  In what sense does the Law “arouse” sin?  _______________________________________________________________.

· The underlying image in this and the next few verses is of Adam and Eve.  They are not mentioned by name, but in Genesis 3, we can see this principle perfectly displayed.  The Law (God’s prohibition against eating the fruit) was the means by which the Serpent tempted Eve and Adam.  If there were no Law, the serpent could not have tempted Adam and Eve to sin.  But since there was a Law – a single commandment – the serpent could use it to “arouse sinful passions.”
· These passions, of course, lead to death in us, just as they did in Adam and Eve.
· Verse 6 describes the happy state for the Roman believers – and us!
· In Christ’s death, we have been freed from the Law (notice “released” is the same word used in verse 2 of the wife ‘released’ from the Law of Marriage).
· Now we no longer serve the Law with leads to death (the “letter”), but Christ who gives us eternal life.  And our new service is grounded in the new relationship we experience with God through the Holy Spirit.
· The contrast here between the “letter” and the Spirit is between the Old Covenant and the New, the old age and the new, the old man and the new man.
should serve the Lord their God without slavish fear, and with a godly one, acceptably, in righteousness and holiness, all the days of their lives; and their Lord and Master Jesus Christ, who is King of saints, lawgiver in his church, and whose commandments are to be observed from a principle of love, in faith, and to his glory; yea, even the law itself, as held forth by him, as the apostle says in the close of this chapter, "with the mind I myself serve the law of God", Rom_7:25, the manner in which this service is to be, and is performed, is,  in newness of Spirit; under the influences of the Spirit of God, the author of renovation, of the new creature, or new man created in us, in righteousness and true holiness; and from a new heart, and new Spirit, and new principles of life, light, love, and grace, formed in the soul; and by walking in "newness of life", Rom_6:4, or by a new life, walk, and conversation:  and not in the oldness of the letter; not in the outward observance of the law of Moses, which is the "letter"; not indulging the old man, or walking after the dictates of corrupt nature; nor behaving according to the old former course of living: on the whole it may be observed, that a believer without the law, being delivered from it, that being dead to him, and he to that, lives a better life and conversation under the influence of the Spirit of God, than one that is under the law, and the works of it, destitute of the grace of God; the one brings forth "fruit unto death", Rom_7:5, the other serves the Lord, "in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter"  (John Gill’s Exposition of  the Entire Bible).
