Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #27
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Spirit of Life – Part 1 (Rom 8:1-3)

· The Holy Spirit has been mostly absent from the previous 7 chapters of Paul’s epistle.  He mentions Him only 4 times (1:4; 2:29; 5:5; 7:6).  He uses the word “Spirit” 21 times in Chapter 8, and all but two refer to the Holy Spirit.
· Paul’s focus is not on who the Spirit is, but what the Spirit does:
· He rescues us from the condemnation of Adam’s sin (1 – 4).
· Through the Spirit, we learn to live in ways pleasing to Him and to God the Father (5 – 8).
· Through the Spirit, God will raise our bodies from the dead (9 – 11).
· And through the Spirit we are to kill off the lifestyle of sin so that we can enjoy the life of God forever (12 – 13).
· We have learned previously that the Law cannot justify or sanctify us.  It is the Spirit that accomplishes these in our lives, and only by appropriating and using the Spirit that dwells within us can we truly enjoy the life the Spirit brings.
· What is the “therefore” there for in verse 1 – what does it point back to? __________________________________________________________.
· For whom is there no condemnation? ____________________________.
· How can you know that you are in Christ Jesus? (c.f., verse 16). __________________________________________________________.
· What does “no condemnation” mean?  __________________________________________________________.
· “Now” in this verse simply means following our union with Christ when we are born again.  It does not limit the “no” condemnation in any way.  Not only is there no condemnation, there is none even possible!
· What brings condemnation to those outside of Christ? ___________________.
· Why are we free from the Law? _____________________________________.
· Why are we free from our sin nature? _________________________________.
· Is there any judge who can condemn those in Christ? _____________________.
· Why does the KJV have some extra words in this verse? _______________________________________________________________.
· What is the “law” of the Spirit that sets us free? ________________________________________________________________.
· How do we come under this “law?” ___________________________________.

· What is the “law of sin and death?” ________________________________________________________________.
· By faith in Christ we find not only acquittal from sins, but also the power by which we no longer commit them.  Cf., 1 John 5:12.
· The Law fails because we are weak in our sins.  The “law” of the Spirit succeeds because it is God’s power working in us.  It sets us free (gives us Liberty) from the sinful force in our “members.”  The sin nature does not go away, but may be overcome.
· The Law of Gravity binds us to the earth.  Yet, when we step into an airplane, we find another law at work, a force which overcomes gravity and carries us aloft despite it.  Gravity remains, but a greater power can set us free from the bonds of the earth.
· Who did what the Law could not do?  _______________________________.
· Why do you think Paul makes this point so clear? ________________________________________________________________.
· Believers are no longer condemned because Christ “condemned sin” on the cross.
· Paul says that God sent His OWN son.  This is Paul’s usual way of distinguishing Christ – God’s true Son – from believers, who are sons and daughters of God by adoption.  It is the equivalent of John calling Jesus “The Son of God” (hUIOS THEOU) or “the one and only Son”, but believers “sons of God” (TEKNA THEOU).
· Why does Paul says that Christ was sent “in the form/likeness of sinful flesh” instead of “in sinful flesh” (see John 1:14; Gal 4:4)? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· Why is it important that Jesus is fully human? __________________________________________________________________.
· Why is it important the Jesus be without sin? _________________________________________________________________.
· The NASB and NIV both translate the Greek phrase PERI hAMARTIAS (“concerning sin”) as “sin offering.”  This phrase is often used in the sense of “sin offering” in the Greek translation of the OT (the LXX).  The phrase, can I think, bear both meanings, in that Jesus’ mission on earth was entirely “about sin” and how to reconcile man to God in light of it.  But He was also sent as a ‘sin offering’  - the ultimate way in which His earthly missing was “about sin!”
· Paul says that Christ condemned sin “in the flesh.”  God executes judgment on sin in the atoning death of his Son.  As our substitute, Christ “was made sin for us” (2 Cor 5:21) and suffered the wrath of God, the judgment of God upon that sin (remember the “mercy seat” [hILASTĒRION] in Rom 3:25?).  In executing His full judgment on sin, God effectively removed sin’s ability to make us stand condemned before the Law (c.f., verse 2).
· The condemnation that our sin deserves has been poured out on Christ, our sin-bearer; that is why “there now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus!”
