Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #32
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Spirit of Glory – Part 1 (Rom 8:18 – 25)
· Verse 17 introduced the topic of verses 18 – 30:  The Glory that one day will be ours.
· Read verse 18 and verse 30.  Notice the pattern:
· 18 “…glory that will be revealed in us”
· 30 “…those he justified, he also glorified”
· This is called an “inclusio.”  It is a literary device used by Greek writers to set off a section – all the lies between is “included.”  The verses “included” in the section all talk about the glory destined for believers.
· Paul makes two basic points about this glory:
· It is the climax of God’s plan for the world (18 – 25)
· God provides the means for us to attain that glory (26 – 30)

· In verse 17, Paul says that if we are to share in Christ’s glory, we must also share in His ______________________.
· But now, Paul this into perspective.  No matter how severe the prolonged our suffering might be, it cannot compare with our future ___________________.
· The sufferings can certainly be vast (2 Corinthians 11:21-28).
· But if these vast sufferings are “nothing” compared to our glory, how much more vast must our coming glory be? (2 Corinthians 4:14-18).
· In verse 19, is Paul speaking literally about “the creation” (i.e., rational beings – angels and men); or metaphorically about “the creation” (i.e., the cosmos itself)?
· See Job 38:7; Ps 65:8, 13; 67:4; 89:12; 96:12; 98:4; 8

· The earth was placed under a curse (Gen 3:17-18).
· The earth was “frustrated” in that it did not reach its goal of becoming a paradise where people could live in peace and harmony.
· Who “subjected” the earth to the curse?  _______________________________
· Why? ____________________________________________________
· Creation “eagerly awaits” – the phrase in Greek literally could be translated “cranes its neck.”  
· Notice that the ‘hope’ the earth has is this:  to be set free from its bondage.  That freedom comes when the sons of God are revealed in their glory  – the earth itself is not a recipient of the glory, but of freedom from bondage.
· Why does Paul use the image of childbirth in verse 22?  ____________________
· _________________________________________________________________
· See Mark 13:8 and John 16:20-22
· The word ‘groaning’ captures this dual meaning – both suffering and longing.
· Verse 23 is the heart of this section.  Paul parallels the ‘groaning’ of creation with the ‘groaning’ of believers in the present state.
· In verse 14-17, Paul has said that we are already Sons of God by adoption.  But here, Paul says that we await our adoption as Sons.  Is Paul contradicting himself? ______________________________________________.
· What does Paul mean when he says that we are already “Sons” but are still waiting to be “Sons?” _______________________________________________.
· Why does Paul say that the Spirit is our ‘first fruits?’ _____________________
· ________________________________________________________________.
· Since our hope is in the future glory to come, we as believers must never become too attached to the present earth.  In His common grace, God allows us many pleasures and joys in this life.  But we are pilgrims here, passing through on our way to our future homeland (Philip. 3:20-21).
· We live in a fallen world, and so our earthly joys will be transitory.  Our lives will be marred by the effects of the fall:  broken relationships, hard labor, disease, death.
· We will also be frustrated by a sense of futility – of not being able to live up to the goals God has set for us.
· In a way, knowing that the ‘best is yet to come’ makes our waiting all the more difficult.  
· The key phrase that sums up our lives as Christians is the first part of verse 24: “In hope we have been saved.”
· For Paul, hope has been a part of salvation from the beginning.  Salvation is a two-part experience:
· Coming to Christ
· Ultimate deliverance from sin and death
· When will the second part come? ____________________________________.
· So, hope is not merely an option for believers, it is a necessity.  It is essential to our lives as Christians.  We are people who are always looking forward to what is yet to come.
· But Paul concludes in verse 25 that we are to wait “patiently” or with “perseverance.”   The prevailing idea is of “endurance.”  We need to learn to bear up under the burden of the suffering that will be ours.  But knowing that the glory that is to come will make all our suffering seem as “nothing” gives us an assurance that the wait will be more than worth it!
