Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #33
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Spirit of Glory – Part 2 (Rom 8:26 – 28)
· In verses 24-25, Paul has argued that the nature and strength of our Christian hope enables us to wait our glorification with endurance and fortitude.  Now, Paul says that “in the same way,” just as our hope sustains us, so also the Spirit comes to our aid.
· Paul says that the Spirit helps “our weakness.”  There are many ways that we are weak – but what kind of weakness is Paul speaking about here? ______________.

· Why are we weak in this area: __________________________________.
· What do you think it means to “pray in the Spirit?” (Eph 6:18).______________________________________________________.
· When will we learn to pray “as we should?” _______________________.
· Paul says that the Spirit is our “intercessor.”  What title does Jesus give to the Spirit? __________________________________________________________.
· How are these two titles related: _______________________________.
· Who else “intercedes, mediates, or is our advocate?” (1 Tim 2:5; 1 John 2:1).
· The word translated ‘groanings’ can mean “sighs,” “groans,” or “unspoken desires.”  Some have used this verse as a ‘prooftext’ for tongues.  List two reasons why you agree or disagree with this position (c.f., 1 Cor 12:28 - 30):
· __________________________________________________

· __________________________________________________

· Who is He who searches the hearts? ___________________________
· How much does the Father know the “mind of the Spirit?” _________
· How much does the Spirit know the mind of the Father? (1 Cor 2:11)____________________________________________________.
· Why does the Spirit intercede for us in prayer? __________________.
· How does the fact that the Spirit intercedes on your behalf in your prayer life affect the way you will pray in the future? _______________________
_________________________________________________________
· How many things is “all things?” _____________________________.
· If God works all things to our good, why do bad things happen to those who love God? ______________________________________________________
· What does Paul mean by “called according to His purpose?” ____________
_____________________________________________________________

· Verse 28 and the Problem of Evil
· “If God is all good and all powerful, why is there evil and suffering in the world?
· If God does not wish to prevent evil and suffering, He is not Good.
· If God cannot prevent evil and suffering, He is not all-powerful.
· Who is the Problem of Evil really a problem for? _____________________.
· OK, but isn’t the Problem of Evil still a problem for Christians? _________.
· Why not? ____________________________________________________.
· Joseph as a case study (Genesis 37 – 50
· Genesis 45:1-10; 50:20
· God has a sufficiently good, though largely undisclosed, reason for allowing the evil and suffering that exist.
· God is not the cause of evil, nor the cause of suffering.  But He works the evil and suffering caused by Sin to the Good of those He has effectively called.
