Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #34
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Spirit of Glory – Part 3 (8:29 – 30)

· Previously, we have learned that Christian hope is based on two pillars:
· Hope in glorification, which is so wonderful, it cannot be compared to our present suffering.
· Hope in God’s providential outworking of “good” for those who love Him, who are called by Him for His purpose.
· Paul now adds a final pillar:  Predestination.
· This is a controversial concept, but it basically means that God destined us beforehand for a certain end.
· That end, as we see in verses 29 – 30, is glory.
· We thus have a kind of circle:
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· God’s predestination is grounded in His foreknowledge.  In what sense does God “foreknow” us?
· Isaiah 46: 9 – 11
· Acts 2:23
· Amos 3:2 (“chosen” = Hebrew yada = “to know”)
· God’s foreknowledge means not mere knowledge of facts in advance, but an intimate personal knowledge of the person or people foreknown (1 Pet 1:2; 1:20).
· What is the God’s purpose in foreknowing and predestining us? _________________________________________________________________.
· In what sense are we ‘conformed to Christ’s image’ in this context (vv 11, 30): _________________________________________________________________.
· What does ‘firstborn’ (Greek protōtokos) mean?
· Col 1:15 – 19 (cf., Col 2:9)
· Ps 89:27
· Salvation, according to Paul

· Election (foreknowledge & predestination)

· “What does God know and when does He know it?” (Is 46:9ff)
· “What does God decree and when does He decree it?” (Is 46:9ff)
· Calling

· Gospel call vs Effective Call
· Who makes the call effective? (Rom 3:9-12)
· Regeneration

· Being Born Again
· Who regenerates the heart (John 3:3ff; Eph 2:4-5)
· Conversion

· Faith & Repentance (Acts 8:26ff)
· Justification

· Declared righteous before God (Rom 3:21-28, 33)
· Adoption

· Becoming part of God’s family (Rom 8:14-17)
· Sanctification

· Growth and Christ-likeness (Rom 8:29)
· Glorification

· Receiving a resurrection body (1 Cor 15:52)
· In context, Paul’s presentation of the salvation process is further encouragement for us to bear up under trials and persecution:  Our hope is grounded not only in the promise of our future glory, nor only in God’s providential blessings in this lifetime, but also and finally, in the very foreknowledge of God Himself – what He has foreknown, He will cause to come to pass.  And He has foreknown our salvation, and decreed that it will be so.  It is His Promise to us, as witnessed by the presence of the Spirit of Glory in our hearts.
