Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #35
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Our Security In Christ – Part 1 (Romans 8:31 – 34)
· Before we consider this passage, please read Isaiah 50:8-9.
· Imagine you are falsely accused of a horrible crime.  You are in prison and I am a non-Christian cellmate.  You share the Gospel with me, but I don’t believe that God will ever forgive me of the crimes I’ve committed.  How do you think you could use this passage to witness to me about the true meaning of salvation? 
· _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
· What are “these things” which Paul refers to in verse 31? _________________________________________________.
· The phrase “what then shall we say TO these things” should probably be translated “what then shall we say IN VIEW OF these things” or “IN LIGHT OF these things” (Moule, Idiom Book of the Greek  New Testament).
· Why do you think Paul begins this concluding section of chapter 8 (and really the larger section 5 – 8) with this question? _________________________________________________.
· All that has preceded – all the blessings that come to Christians through God’s infinite Grace – is summed up by Paul in one simple phrase:  “If God is for us.”
· The word translated “for” (Greek: huper) can be translated “on behalf of” or “for the sake of” (if [since] God is working on our behalf, or working for our sake).
· If God is on our side, working on our behalf, Paul asks, “Who is against us?”  Why do you think Paul uses “who” instead of “what”? __________________________________________________.
· Do you think Paul means that if God is for us, no one can oppose us?  ______.
· Why or why not ______________________________________.
· Put this verse in your own words: _________________________
· ____________________________________________________.
· Here’s how the early church father Chrysostom put it:
· Yet those that are against us are actually so far from thwarting us that even without their will, they become causes of our crowns and for us obtain countless blessings, in that God’s wisdom turns their plots into our salvation and glory.  See how really no one is against us?
· How do we know that God is really “for” us? ___________________________.
· What kind of commitment has God made to us in the gift of His Son?  _______________________________________________________________.
· Why do you think Paul calls Jesus “His OWN Son” and not simply “His Son?”
· ______________________________________________________________.
· What do you think the “all things” are that God will freely give us? ______________________________________________________________.
· The way Paul phrases verse 32, it is inconceivable that God could give us the ultimate gift in His Son, and not also give us freely all things in Christ.  Christ’s death, then because not only a guarantee of our justification, but also of our glorification.  See Romans 5:8-10 for a similar passage.
· In verse 33, “bring a charge” is a legal term meaning to accuse someone in court.  Who “accuses” us? ________________________________________________.
· Paul essentially repeats the same idea as Romans 8:1 – there can be no condemnation for the believer because it is God who justifies.  If God declares us righteous, who can say we are not?
· Notice that Paul’s entire argument falls flat if we are in any way responsible for our own justification.  Because, if we were, someone COULD conceivable bring an accusation, for we are far from perfect and fall far short of being justified in our own works.
· If our faith is a gift (Eph 2:8), and if God freely gives us “all things,” do you think that God will freely give us the faith we need to remain in Christ for the rest of our lives?  ______________.
· Does this fact give you assurance of your salvation? ___________________.
· In verse 34, Paul begins with the opposite of verse 33 – condemnation (the opposite of justification).  
· Christ was the one condemned when He died, but because He rose again and sits at the right hand of the Father and because He intercedes for us, once again, there is now no condemnation for us!  He paid the price, God declares us righteous, God will freely give us all things, and Christ has all authority in Heaven and Earth and He intercedes for us, guaranteeing our sanctification and ultimate glorification.
· Have we sinned?  - Christ died for them.

· Do we need life? – Christ is risen again and we are saved by His life (5:10)

· Do we need influence in the court? – Christ is at the right hand of God the Father

· Do we, in our sins and weakness, need an Advocate? – Christ “lives to make intercession for us (John 17).

