Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #38
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

The Church and Israel – An Introduction to Chapter 9

Key Question:  What does it mean that Israel has largely rejected God’s Messiah?

What is the relationship between Israel and the Church?

Two common views among Evangelicals:

1. Covenantal – The Church is “spiritual” Israel

2. Dispensational – The Church is ‘grafted into’ Israel; Israel will be ‘grafted back into’ the Church

Some implications of each view:

Covenantal

The prophesies / promises made to Israel in the OT are fulfilled by the Church

The OT saints are saved by grace, having faith in the future suffering and sacrifice of God’s Messiah

There is one plan of salvation, one body of God’s people

Dispensational (Classic)

The prophesies / promises made to Israel in the OT will fulfilled by Israel in the future.  
Promises to Israel are focused on earthly blessings.  Promises to the church are focused on heavenly  blessings.  Israel will reign on earth during the Millenium.

The OT saints are saved by grace, having faith in God’s promises; they did not have revelation about the suffering of the Messiah, and thus could not have possibly had faith specifically in Him

Salvation is always by grace, but the requirements for the believer’s faith during each dispensation may differ.  Dispensations cannot be mingled (i.e., law and grace).  This implies that God has (at least) two plans of salvation.
There are two bodies of God’s people.
The Church is a kind of “parenthesis” or interruption in God’s plan (often termed “a mystery”)

Dispensational (Progressive)

The prophesies / promises made to Israel in the OT are fulfilled (in part) by the Church and (in part) by Israel in the future.  Specific prophesies made about Israel, however, will be fulfilled by Israel.
There is continuity between dispensations; the Church is not a parenthesis in God’s plan.

God has a single purpose for Israel and the church.  God’s plan is to establish His Kingdom.  The church is the first step.  Israel and the church will share the future eternal state; both will reign with Christ in the Millennium.
Why is all this important?  Why should I care?

God’s Promises

Plan of Salvation

>>> Both of these in light of Israel’s rejection of Jesus.

