Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #39
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Israel and the Plan of God – The Conflict Between God’s Promises and Israel’s Plight (Romans 9:1 – 5)

· In Paul’s letters, we often find that the first half deals with doctrine, and the last half with practical application (Col 1-2 vs 3 – 4; Eph 1-3 vs 4 - 6).  In Romans, Paul spends the first 8 chapters dealing with doctrine.  But he does not begin practical application until chapter 12.  What are we to make of chapters 8 -11?
· Some commentators believe that Paul is elaborating the theology of justification and election he has just written about; others suggest it is a long, personal parenthesis, as Paul the Jew expresses his concern for his brothers “in the flesh.”
· Paul’s purpose in writing Romans is to present _________________.
· What is the relationship of the Gospel to the Old Testament in Chapters 1 – 8?
· ______________________________________________________________.
· We have seen that throughout Paul’s presentation of the Gospel, he anticipates questions his audience might have and provides answers for those questions.  After reading the magnificent declaration of the Gospel in Chapter 8, what questions might someone familiar with the Old Testament wish to ask Paul at this point? 
· If the Gospel does not break continuity with the Old Testament revelation, why are there so few Jews in the Church?

· Did God abandon His people in favor of a new people?

· Why does Paul use Old Testament language about Israel and apply it to the Church? (e.g., “Seed of Abraham;” “children of God;” recipients of God’s glory).
· Has the Church replaced Israel and God reneged on His promises to her?

· Read verses 1 – 3.  Do you think Paul is exaggerating?  Why or why not?  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

· Compare Paul’s grief over his kinsmen to that of Moses (Ex 32:30-32).
· What does Paul mean by “for the sake of my brethren?”  What does it mean to be accursed for someone’s “sake?” _______________________________________.
· Who truly was accursed for the “sake” of Israel (and everyone else)? _________.
· The failure of Israel that it will not embrace the One who was accursed for them; therefore, the righteous judgment of God is to leave them under the curse that sin brings all sinners.
· Read verses 4-5.  Define the following terms:
· “adoption as sons” (compare 8:14 – 16). _________________________.
· “the glory” (compare 8:17). ___________________________________.
· The covenants ______________________________________________.
· The Law __________________________________________________.
· The Temple service _________________________________________.
· The Promises ______________________________________________.
· The Fathers _______________________________________________.
· The Christ according to the flesh ______________________________.
· This list signifies that Paul is not merely grieved by Israel’s plight, but is also considering deeper theological issues:  How can Israel have been given so much, and yet still reject her Messiah?
· “Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever!” (NASB, NIV, NRSV, etc).

· “Of their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ.  God who is over all be blessed forever!” (RSV).

· There only 6-8 verses in the entire NT that directly call Jesus “God.”  All of them are hotly debated, especially by those who deny the Trinity.
· In verse 5, this issue if one of punctuation.  Should be break between “over all” and “God” be a comma or a period?
· ho christos to kata sarka ho ōn epi pantōn Theos eulogētos eis tous aionas amen.

· “the Christ the (one) according to flesh the one who over all God blessed to the ages amen”

· The most ancient Greek manuscripts do not have punctuation, so the translator must determine the appropriate punctuation based on context and other factors.
· There is a growing consensus among scholars that the punctuation in the NASB and NIV is correct – Paul is attributing “God” directly to Jesus in this verse.
· The primary objection to seeing Paul as calling Christ "God" in this verse is based on Paul's usage of "God" elsewhere.  It is argued by some that because Paul does not use "God" of Jesus elsewhere, that he cannot be doing so here - particularly in what appears to be such a casual way.  However, Paul almost certainly calls Jesus "God" in one other verse (Titus 2:13), attributes to Christ all the fullness Deity (Col 2:9), quotes OT passages referring to YHWH and directs them at Jesus (e.g., Isaiah 45:23; Philippians 2:10), and speaks of Christ in the highest possible terms (Col 2:3).  For one as devoted to Christ as Paul was, it is not surprising that he attributes full divine status to the Messiah.  And the casual manner in which he does so merely demonstrates that for Paul, such an attribution was not such a rare occurrence - either in his writing or his preaching.
· If Paul can say of Christ that He is the Lord of Glory; the Lord from Heaven; the Lord of the living and dead; that in Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; and that He is raised above all principalities and powers and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world and the next;  If Paul can say all this, he can surely call Christ "God above all" and not exceed the bounds of reason or usage.
