Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #41
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Israel and the Plan of God – The Justice of God (Romans 9:15 – 24)

· To the question Paul anticipates from his readers, “Is there injustice in God’s election, Paul answers with the emphatic: “May it never be!”

· Paul must have heard this objection raised many times in his preaching of the Gospel.

· Indeed, these questions are still raised whenever God’s sovereignty in election is discussed.

· Read over verses 15 – 24.  Do you think that Paul answer the question about God’s justice completely?  Do you find his answer satisfying?  Why or why not:____________________________________________________________.

· Some commentators have complained that Paul does not give an adequate answer.  Dodd calls it, “a false step.”  O’Neill claims the teaching is “thoroughly immoral,” and follows a number of church fathers in arguing that this passage must have been added to Paul’s letter much later, by someone other than Paul.  

· Do you think it is possible someone else wrote this passage?  Why or why not?___________________________________________________________.

· In the list that follows, write whether you find this person or event just or unjust:

· O. J. Simpson _______________
· Kobe Bryant  ________________

· Desert Storm ________________

· Scott Peterson _______________

· Iraqi Freedom _______________

· Viet Nam War _______________

· BCS “Bowl” ________________

· Stoning of Steven ____________

· Abraham (by faith) ___________

· Whenever we ask whether something or someone is just or unjust, we assume some standard of justice by which we will judge.  What standard did you use in judging the list, above? _____________________________________________.

· But what measure do we apply when we ask whether God is just?

· We finite and sinful humans can measure God only by the standards that He Himself has revealed to us.  Imposing our own standards of “right” and “wrong” on the God who created us and stands so far above us would be the very height of pride and idolatry (worshipping our own judgment over God’s).
· A better way to phrase the question is this:  “Has God acted according to his revealed character and will?”  Once we refine the question in this way, we can see how Paul does indeed answer the question in the verses that follow.

· Paul’s answer takes the form of two parallel arguments from the OT.  Paul quotes a passage then draws a conclusion (“therefore”).

· These two passages reveal the two sides of God’s sovereign election.

· Side 1 = Mercy

· God tells Moses (after showing Moses His Glory) that He will bestow His mercy and compassion upon whomever He chooses.

· The lesson Paul derives from this is that God’s mercy cannot be earned.  Nothing we will and nothing we do can force God to be merciful to us.

· It is God’s nature to be gracious and merciful.  To be absolutely gracious, God cannot base his mercy on any outside influence!  He must be free to act as He chooses.
· God’s mercy is always a gift to be gratefully received; never a “wage” that we are owed.
· Side 2 = Hardening
· God “hardens” Pharaoh’s heart so that he will refuse Moses’ appeals time and again, allowing God to perform miracle after miracle.  Paul concludes from this fact that God can not only freely give mercy, He can also freely harden whoever He chooses.
· Does Pharaoh “harden” his heart first?  Before Pharaoh hardens his heart, God predicts that He will harden Pharaoh’s heart (Ex 4:21; 7:3).
· If God’s hardening is a result of Pharaoh’s prior action, what does this do to Paul’s argument that God can “harden whom He will?”
· Does this mean that God’s chooses some for damnation and others for glory?  Possibly, but there are two obstacles to such a view:
· In Romans 11, Paul says that God will remove His “hardening” of Israel.  Therefore, ‘hardening’ may not be a permanent condition, leading to damnation.
· God’s hardening, while not determined by a person’s actions or will, nevertheless is a response to the general condition of human sinfulness.
· God bestows mercy on people who have done nothing to deserve it; He hardens those who have already determined (in the sin of Adam) to rebel against God and go their own way.
· Paul continues with another rhetorical question – how can God blame human beings if they act in accordance with decisions that God Himself has made about them?  
· Paul, far from trying to work out every logical detail, once again asserts God’s sovereignty.
· Why doesn’t Paul try to explain how God can legitimately blame people who do what He decides they will do?  Recall our re-phrased question.  Paul is not offering a logical explanation of how God’s sovereignty can be squared with our “free choice,” based on our standard of justice.  Instead, Paul is asserting that God is acting as He has always acted.  Judged by God’s standard, God is just!
