Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #45
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Israel’s Failure to Believe (Romans 10:16 – 11:5)

· The so-called ‘chain of evangelism’ Paul provides in verses 14 – 15 is not so much a call for believers to become involved in sharing the Gospel (true as that call may be) but rather to demonstrate that God has sent people to preach His Word to Israel.  The first vital step that leads to salvation has been taken … by God!

· Can you name three people who God sent that proclaimed Paul’s Gospel of Faith?  Remember who Paul has mentioned in this chapter and previously.

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

· If God has sent prophets and apostles to the Jewish people, and they have not believed, whose is responsible for the unbelief of so many Jews? _________.

· Read Isaiah 53:1, quoted in verse 16.  What is the “report” Isaiah laments his people will not “hear?” ______________________________.

· What does “Word of Christ?” mean? ________________________.

· What is the origin of our faith? 

· Ephesians 2:8

· Hebrews 12:2 (see also Hebrews 11:1 for a definition of “faith”)
· What is the means God has ordained by which we come to faith? (v. 17)
· Does Paul just mean “listening” in the sense of hearing something? If not, what word would you substitute?  _____________________________.

· What must we heed to have faith? _____________________________.

· If a Jewish person (like Paul) comes to faith, who placed that faith in his heart? ________________________.

· If a Jewish person rejects faith, who is responsible for that rejection? ________________________.

· In verse 18, Paul answers his own rhetorical question, “They haven’t heard, have they?”  The quotation is from Psalms 19:4.  Please read this psalm.  What is the psalm referring to? ____________________________________.

· How do the testimony of the stars relate to the Gospel message, Paul has just said must be proclaimed by a preacher? ________________________

· If men have not believed it is not because they have not heard – the testimony has been as obvious and as wide-spread as the stars in heaven.

· Next, Paul asks, “Did they not know?”  Why does Paul move from hearing to “knowing?”  ____________________________________________________.

· How does Paul answer his own question?

· First Moses predicts the faith of the Gentiles.  Why would this “anger” Israel? (Deut 32:21) _________________________________________.
· Next, Isaiah also predicts the faith of the Gentiles.  Why is it important to Paul’s point that the Gentiles “did not seek” God? (Isaiah 65:1) ________________________________________________________.

· Finally, Isaiah again is quoted.  (Isaiah 65:2).  What is the point here about God’s appeal to His People? _________________________________.

· Faith comes from God.  It is a gift.  Its source is God’s _______________.

· Faith comes from hearing.  The “Word of Christ” is the means God has ordained by which faith comes to people’s hearts.  The Word comes from Christ.  It is a gift.  Its source is God’s ____________.

· People cannot hear unless there is a preacher.  No preachers may come unless God sends them.  God sends preachers.  Their source is God’s _____________.
· Read Romans 11:1 – 5
· Despite Israel’s rejection of the Gospel, God has preserved a ______________.  A king may be rejected by his subjects, but he does not reject _____________.  God “foreknew” Israel.  God may also “foreknow” individuals (Romans 8:29), but there is only one nation he “foreknew.”  God has ordained that the nation of Israel will obtain the salvation in Christ when the appointed time comes (Matt 23:39).
· This preservation is due to God’s ___________________.  While the nation lies faithless and fallen, God’s elect are being brought into the Church.
