Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #46
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

God’s Continuing Faithfulness to Israel – the Remnant (Romans 11:5 – 10)

· Paul is emphatic that God has not rejected His “chosen” and “foreknown” people – Israel, despite the fact that so few Jews have come to accept their Messiah.  Paul’s first explanation of how this can be is the doctrine of the “Remnant.”
· Paul has already introduced the idea of the Remnant in Romans 9:27 (quoting Isaiah 10:22).  Paul now says in verse 5 that in the present time, the Remnant continues to exist – and Paul offers himself as an example (11:1).
· Paul’s great theme in this section is that the Remnant believes because of God’s electing Grace (verse 7 – see also, 9:6-29).
· Those who have not believed have been hardened (verse 7 ff).
· Hardening considered:
· Read Isaiah 29:10 ff  (the Prophets)
· Read Deuteronomy 29: 1-9  (the Law)
· Is the hardening in these verses permanent or temporary?
· Is it individual or corporate?
· Read Psalm 69  (the Writings)
· Is the hardening in these verses permanent or temporary?
· Is it individual or corporate?
· Read Romans 11:11
· Is the hardening in this verse permanent or temporary?
· Is it individual or corporate?
· There are two Biblical truths we must accept:

· Those saved are saved by Grace, not through any works or worth of their own.
· Those who are not saved reject God of their own free choice.  They are responsible for their sin and rebellion.  God has given them ample opportunities to be saved (Romans 10:21).

· How does God harden the “rest”?

· Romans 9:22-23

· Romans 9:17

· How did God ‘harden’ Pharaoh – by what method?  His Word
· God brings about faith and hardening by the same means – the proclamation of the Gospel!
· God’s Sovereignty and real Human Choice
· Why must it be “either or?”

· Could it be both?  What if the Bible teaches both?

· Does the Bible teach that God is sovereign?

· Does the Bible teach that we are responsible for the choices we make?

· Does the Bible portray people making real choices?

· Matthew 23:23ff

· Are there other areas of belief in which two seeming opposites must be upheld to have a correct doctrine?

· The Trinity

· The Incarnation

· The Inspiration of the Bible

· What does it mean when the Bible says that the Heavens Declare God’s Glory (Ps 97:6), or that God has made his Deity evident (Romans 1:19) even to those who have not heard the Gospel?

· Are there seeming paradoxes in nature?
· Light (wave and particle)

· The Uncertainty Principle

· If the Bible teaches that God is both one and three; if the Bible teaches that Jesus is both God and Man; if the Bible teaches that God inspired the Bible but it was written by men; if the Bible teaches that humans make real choices for which they are responsible, but God is completely sovereign – if the Bible teaches all these things, should be not accept them, and acknowledge that our lack of understanding is simply a matter of God being infinitely “higher” and “deeper” than we can ever fathom (Isaiah 55:9)?
