Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #60
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Unity in the Church (Romans 14:1 – 23, part 2)
· Read verse 22.  Two possible interpretations:
· Paul commends those who have not reservations about their beliefs and therefore have no cause to reproach themselves (“Happy is the person who does not feel guilty when he does something he judges is right”: TEV).
· Paul encourages the ‘strong’ to “walk in love” toward their ‘weak’ fellow believers and so has no reason to ‘condemn’ himself (nor has God to condemn him).
· Notice that Paul says that the strong are to have their convictions “before God.”  This may be translated “keep to yourselves” – i.e., keep quiet.  
· Thus, the strong are not only not to flaunt their freedom, 
· They are also not to “evangelize” the weak to their view!
· Cf., 14:1
· Paul’s point:  The strong should be content with the blessing God has given them in enabling them to understand the liberty that their faith provides them, without feeling it necessary to flaunt that liberty before their ‘weaker’ fellow believers.

· Application
· In the Local Church

· Drinking Alcohol

· Dancing

· Style of Worship

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· In our personal lives
· Parties

· Weddings/Funerals of other faiths

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· In the Church (intra-denominational)

· Baptism

· Eschatology (the End Times)

· Tongues / Spiritual Gifts

· Predestination / Free Will

· ________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________

· Key to Remember:  Christians may have different convictions about disputable matters.  The essential guide for us as individual Christians is our God-given conscience, which guides us to what is permissible FOR US and what is not.  But we must keep in mind that what is right FOR US may not be right for someone else – and thus there may be more than one “right” answer to a given situation.
