Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #61
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Unity in the Church - Part 3 (Romans 15:1 – 6)
· Paul concludes the argument he began in Chapter 14 – and indeed, concludes the argument of the entire Epistle – in the first 13 verses of Chapter 15.
· The heart of Paul’s teaching in the area of Christian Unity is found in verse 1:  Those who are ‘strong’ should not seek to please only themselves with their Christian freedom, but to “bear the weakness” of those without strength (of faith).
· See Galatians 6:2
· What is the “law of Christ?” _______________________________.
· What OT commandment echoes Christ’s teaching? _________________________________________________ (Lev 19:18).
· What is the fulfillment of the Law? ______________.  (See also, Gal 5:13ff)
· What does Paul say is the goal of pleasing the weak (verse 2)? __________________________________________________________
· Does this mean that we allow “bearing with the weak” to include allowing our weaker brother to fall into sin? _______________________________.
· Paul reminds us that our example in not pleasing ourselves, but sacrificing our freedom for the sake of our relationship with our weaker fellow believers, in Jesus Christ Himself.  
· Read Ps 69:1-13
· Why do you think that Paul quotes this Psalm? ______________________________________________________
· Compare Matt 27:34 & Ps 69:21; Jn 2:17& Ps 69:9; Jn 15:25 & Ps 69:4; Acts 1:20 & Ps 69:25; Rom 11:9 & Ps 69:22
· Notice that Paul says the issue is “insults” are being hurled upon those that should not seek their own pleasure, but bear with the weak.  In what way may those “weak in faith” bring insults upon the ‘strong?’  __________________________________________________
· Rather than retaliating in kind, the strong should content themselves with holding their own views and dealing gently with the weak.
· Can you think of ways in which such an attitude could avoid issues in the local church? _____________________________________

· Paul draws another very important point out of his quote from Psalms.  Read verse 4.  What is this point:  _____________________________________.
· What ‘writings’ is Paul specifically referring to? _______________.
· How much of these writings does Paul say are profitable for us? __________________________________________
· How do we obtain hope? _________________________________
· In what? ________________________________________
· Who is the source of perseverance & encouragement (verse 5)? ______.
· Paul often teaches us in his letters by letting us overhear his prayers.  In verses 5-6, Paul prays that God will grant perseverance and encouragement to his readers, so that they might carry out his instructions.
· But, by letting us see him in prayer, Paul also reminds us of the behavior we should adopt.  Paul is ‘teaching by example.’
· These are the qualities of character we will need if we are to achieve the unity Paul is commending to us.  Why? _________________________________.
· Paul says in verse 6 that our goal is to “be of the same mind” with one another.  Do you think this means that we are to all think alike? ________________. 
· The cults often us this verse to say that they are exhibiting Christian unity espoused by Paul because they all have exactly the same doctrines, while evangelical Christians differ amongst one another over baptism, eschatology, etc).
· What one simple answer can we give to show cultists they are misinterpreting this verse? __________________________.
· The word translated “same mind” is Greek: phronein; to “think”.  Paul loves to use this term in contexts like this one (Phil 2:1-5; Rom 12:3-4).
· It means “a mindset,” or a way of looking at life and steering our course accordingly.  
· What is this mindset? _______________________________________.
· According to verse 6, what is the goal of all Christian unity? _____________.
· How does receiving the weak in faith, bearing each others burdens, not responding to insults in kind, glorify God? _____________________.
· When we love one another in this way, who are we behaving like? ________________________.
· What is the end result of sanctification/glorification? ________________________.

· Bonus Question:  What do you think the purpose is behind the command in Heb 10:25? _______________________________.  

