Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #7

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Gods’ Wrath Revealed from Heaven (verses 18 – 32)

· I’ve got Good News and I’ve Got Bad News (which do you want to hear first?)
· We can’t truly understand the Good News of the Gospel until we know the Bad News about Sin and God’s Wrath against sinners
· The Revelation of God’s Wrath (verse 18)
· Compare to verse 17 – The Righteous of God is revealed from faith; the Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven.
· The Greek word translated “wrath” means a settled, abiding anger – not a capricious or emotional outburst.
· Key to Paul’s entire argument = “Suppress the truth”

· What does ‘suppress’ mean?
· Can you suppress something you don’t have?
· What do sinners have that they suppress?
· Why do they suppress the truth?
· Suppressing the truth is really a form of “self-deception.”  What are some examples of self-deception you have either experienced or seen in others?
· The Reason for God’s Wrath (verses 19-21)
· God has manifested the truth to all human beings
· “Natural Revelation” (contrast with “Special Revelation”)
· What does “Natural Revelation” reveal?
· The truth revealed through special revelation is limited
· Invisible qualities are clearly seen (is this a contradiction?)
· “Eternal Power” and “Divine Nature”
· How is God’s Eternal Power “seen” in the universe around us?
· How is God’s Divine Nature “seen” in the universe around us?
· So, we can know a lot about God’s existence and some of His attributes though Natural Revelation, but nothing specific about who He is, how He has interacted with humans and intervened in human history, or about His Law or His Covenant Promises.
· Natural Revelation also cannot mediate salvation to sinners (the Gospel concerning Jesus Christ).
· The purpose of Natural Revelation is so that people might be ‘without excuse.’
· They cannot claim ignorance when He visits His wrath upon them.
· The unrighteous “knew” God, but they did not respond appropriately.
· Rather than glorifying or giving thanks to God, their hearts were darkened and their thinking perverted.
· Natural revelation, while not containing the Gospel, can often be a springboard for discussing the Gospel (cf., Acts 17).
