Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #70
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Warning Against False Teachers (Romans 16:17 - 19)

· Some Commentators and scholars find this brief warning about false teachers to be out of place.  They argue that there is nothing in the immediate context that explains its presence here, particularly when it appears to interrupt Paul’s greetings before and after it.  They therefore conclude that these verses are a later addition to the text, and are not original with Paul.
· Read verse 16.  Can you think of a reason why Paul might have thought a warning about false teachers was appropriate here?  __________________________________________________________
· Every ancient manuscript of the book of Romans contains these verses; there are no exceptions.
· Is the warning really an interruption?  Do you see any difference between the greetings Paul gives in the previous verses, and those in verses 21 – 23?  ___________________________________________________________
.

Rom 16:17 Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 

· “Keep your eye on” = “Mark, observe closely.”  The sense can be either positive or negative (i.e., watch closely so as to follow; or watch closely so as to avoid).
· What do the false teachers cause?

· ______________________

· List some examples: ________________________

· ______________________

· List some examples: ________________________

· What has Paul been urging in the church in chapters 14-15? __________________

· Are divisions and stumbling blocks always bad? __________.  Why then does Paul warn about these particular divisions and stumbling blocks? ___________________________________________________.

· What “teaching” have the Roman Christians received?

· Did they receive this teaching from Paul? _____________

· How, then, does Paul know that they have correct doctrine? __________________________________________.

· What does Paul say the Romans should do when then “mark” false teachers? _________________________________________.

· Paul offers no specific advise about church discipline here, but see Titus 1:7-16

Rom 16:18 For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. 

· “For” = “because.”  The false teachers are false because they serve ____________ and not __________________.  “Appetites” = literally, “bellies.”

· What does it mean to serve one’s own belly? _____________________________________________

· Some commentators believe Paul is speaking specifically here, about either:

· Judaizers, who add dietary laws to the Gospel; or

· Libertines who abuse the grace of Christ by licentious living

· Others believe Paul is speaking about those who advocate the sin of gluttony

· Still others believe Paul is speaking metaphorically about anyone who serves him/herself instead of Jesus.  This seems the most likely.

· How can false doctrine lead to serving one’s self rather than Christ? ____________________________________________________________________________________________

· Do you think Paul is writing about a specific group of false teachers he has become aware of in Rome?  Or is he speaking generally about false teachers he has encountered elsewhere, and wants to warn the Roman Christians about them before they get to Rome? ___________________________________________________

· “Unsuspecting” = “innocent” or “simple.”  Not necessarily negative – Jesus is described in Hebrews as “innocent.”  But one who is “innocent” may be naïve and easily seduced by “fine sounding speech” and “philosophies of men.” 

Rom 16:19 For the report of your obedience has reached to all; therefore I am rejoicing over you, but I want you to be wise in what is good and innocent in what is evil. 

· “For” = “because.”  The Roman church is famous for its obedience, and therefore its faith (c.f., 1:8).  It is good and praiseworthy to be “innocent” about evil, but also to be forewarned not to be taken in by every “fine sounding” doctrine.
