Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #71
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Warning Against False Teachers – Part 2 (Romans 16:17 - 19)

Rom 16:17 Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them. 

· How can we know that our teachers are teaching the true Gospel vs a false Gospel?

· _______________________________

· _______________________________

· What is the “true Gospel”

· 1 Cor 15:1-10

· Rom 6:23
· Romf 10:9

· Mormons, JWs, and other “cults of Christianity” all say these verses comprise their gospels.  How do we know they are wrong and we are right?

· Does the Bible teach that there are essentials and non-essentials when it comes to salvation?  Isn’t all Scripture “God-breathed?”  Doesn’t that mean that everything is “essential?”

· Matt 23:23; 1 Cor 15:3
· What is “essential” about our gospel and how does it differ from other gospels?

· Knowing the “essentials of the faith” can help us discern false gospels and false teaching.  But what are the essentials?

· The Reformers used the “5 Solas” as a convenient way to define the essentials of the Christian faith.   We can use them as a convenient memory tool to help us outline what is essential in our doctrine and what is not.

· Essential doctrine must be clearly taught in Scripture

· All essentials must be believed in order for the believer to be a Christian; if even one is not believed, that person is not a Christian

· Non-essential doctrines are important and disbelieving them may have serious consequences in this life and the next; but denying a non-essential does not – in and of itself – preclude a person from being born again, obtaining Justification and Salvation, going to Heaven, etc.

· Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone)
· The Bible is our sole “Rule” (or “Canon”) of Faith

· 2 Tim 3:14 – 17

· What Scripture is our Rule/Canon?

· Other Scriptures

· Added Scriptures

· Biased Translations

· Other “Rules” in addition to Scripture

· Soli Deo Gloria (For the Glory of God alone)
· All life is to be led under the Lordship of Christ; every activity sanctified unto His Glory

· 1 Cor 10:31

· 1 Pet 4:11

· Rom 11:36

· What God do we glorify?  What is He like? What is His nature?

· Doctrines of God (Eternal; Omnipotent; Omniscient; Omnipresent; Loving; Faithful; Holy; Just; Law-giver; Revealer of Himself through Scripture)

· Solo Christo (By Christ’s Work alone)

· Jesus took upon Himself our punishment – a punishment He did not deserve – and propitiated (satisfied) the Father’s wrath.
· 1 Tim 2:5-6

· Col 1:13 – 18

· What Christ do we serve?  (Is He fully God and fully Man; Is He our only Mediator?  Was His sacrifice sufficient or must something else be done to propitiate God’s wrath?)

· Sola Gratia (Salvation by Grace alone)

· Our salvation is grounded solely in God’s grace; we do nothing to “earn” our salvation, apart from faith in Christ (which is itself, a free gift of God – see below).

· Eph 1:3-8

· “All false religions replace the Grace of God with a works-based salvation” – John MacArthur.

· Sola Fide (Justification by Faith alone)

· We are justified (“Declared Righteous) on the basis of our faith in Christ’s finished work and in the grace God offers.  Our justification rests on nothing else by our confession in Christ as Lord and our faith that God raised Him from the dead (Rom 10:9)

· Gal 3:6-11; Rom 4

· All those who follow false religions have “faith.”  Our faith must be directed to the true, Triune God (Father, Son, and Spirit).  Our faith must rest on these 5 “essentials” in order for us to be saved.

