Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #8

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Gods’ Wrath Revealed from Heaven – Part 2 (verses 22 – 32)

· The Results of God’s Wrath
· The rest of Chapter 1 describes the devastating effects of the universal decision to reject the God who has revealed Himself in nature.
· Paul describes those who reject God as “fools”
· What is a fool according to the Bible?

· Prov 10:33; 12:15-16; 14:7, 16; 18:2
· Ps 53:1-3
· How should we answer a fool?
· Prov 26:4-5
· Who is worse than a fool?
· Prov 26:12
· Paul pictures humans as making a trade or “exchange,” and God giving them over to the consequences of that choice.
· Exchanged the glory of God for idolatry – God gave them over to lusts of their hearts
· Idolatry is the root cause of all other sins.  Why?

· Why is it wrong to picture God as something “corruptible?”

· Jesus is the ‘brightness of God’s glory.’  If He were merely mortal, what would He be, according to Paul?
· The “history of religions” scholars say that religion ‘evolved’ from idolatry to polytheism to monotheism.  What does Paul say is the right order of these “isms.”
· Exchanged truth for a lie – God gave them over to degrading passions
· Exchanged the natural function – God gave them over to a depraved mind
· Catalog of evils (29 – 31)
· “Total depravity”
· Which of these sins has disappeared in the last 2000 years?
· God is not merely passive in ‘giving people over,’ but rather actively judicial, condemning people to the very sins they have chosen for themselves.
· Paul says that the unrighteous “know the ordinance of God.”  What is this “ordinance?”  Do you think this is true – that people instinctively know right from wrong?
· Paul uses the “not only….but also” construction to emphasize that those who approve of sin are as bad (or worse!) than those who actually commit sin.
· If sin becomes “acceptable,” what does that do to a society?
· Summary:
· God gives in the works which He has created sufficient knowledge of Himself for adoration and gratitude
· Man’s religious evolution is not upward but downward
· God punishes sin with sin
· This section teaches that the catalog of sins comes as a punitive infliction from God.  This wrath against the race can never cease while the human race refuses to glorify God as God.
· The secular attempts to rid the world of moral ills is doomed to fail because it seeks to change God’s judgment of wrath.
· Read Numbers 21:4-9.  Why did God not simply remove the fiery serpents when the people admitted their sin?
· We now see Paul’s point about the Gospel being “power” and his affirmation that he is not “ashamed” of it:  The Gospel can rescue the believer from this judgment of God upon his or her sin.

The cross and the resurrection are as great an outrage to human wisdom as is the serpent upon the pole; but when men learn that there is no escape from the wrath of God, they will not be ‘ashamed’ of the Gospel.  No reform can permanently succeed, for God never ceases to punish the world’s sin with sin.  Therefore the Gospel is glorious, for it and it alone (Acts 4:12) is God’s power for salvation. (James Stifler, The Epistle to the Romans, p. 35).

