Romans

The Gospel According to Paul

Class #9

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes (Romans 1:16 NASB)

Fellowship Time

Jews Are Without Excuse (verses 2:1 - 5)

· Who is the “you” in verse 1? (see Galatians 2:15)
· Is “being judgmental” wrong?  Why or why not? (cf., Matt 7:1)
· The “Major Premise” to be proved in this chapter
· Those who judge commit the same sins themselves
· God’s Judgment vs man’s judgment
· The points supporting Paul’s premise:
· God’s judgment is according to “the truth” (verse 2)
· God’s judgment is according to “deeds” (verse 6)
· God’s judgment is “impartial” (verse 11)
· God’s judgment is according to the Gospel (verse 16)
· Verse 2: “We know…” – something that does not need to be proven – self-evident
· Verse 2:  “rightly falls upon those…”  (NASB)
· But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things. (KJV)

· Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. (NIV)
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· …judgment of God is according truth against …

· Who are those who hypocritically judge fooling?  Compare 1:21
· Paul’s use of questions in Chapter 2 is a common Greek rhetorical technique called a “diatribe” – a pretended dialog in which the author asks questions of the reader to increase interest and involvement.
· The Gentile had nothing of God’s mercy to entice him from his sin; but the Jew was “rich” in God’s grace.
· Name some of the ways God’s grace and mercy was shown in the Old Testament
· What does God’s kindness lead to?  Why?
· But because of their rejection of God’s mercy, the Jews are storing up wrath to be heaped upon them on the Day of Wrath.
· “The blackest of sins is not rights violated, but mercies despised” (James Stifler)
· God’s judgment is called ‘righteous’ to distinguish it from man’s.
· How does this righteousness fit in with the overall theme of Paul’s Letter – The Righteousness of God?
God is Impartial (2:6 – 11)

· Paul now brings in his second point to support his premise:  Judgment according to deeds
· This judgment is universal – for “each person.”
· Jews did not deny this judgment (Psalm 62:12)
· Paul as “poet” – the master of language and style, as well as logic!
· Verses 6-11 are a “chiasm” or an X pattern
· God will judge people according to their works (6)
· People who do good will attain eternal life (7)
· People who do evil will suffer wrath (8)
· Wrath for those who do evil (9)
· Glory for those who do good (10)
· God judges impartially (11)
· The main point of a chiasm often comes in the middle, but here it is at the beginning and end.  God’s impartiality is shown in that he will judge all according to their deeds
· The application of this judgment is that those who do evil will suffer wrath (8, 9), while those who do good will attain eternal life (7, 10)
· This argument is designed to puncture the Jews’ false notion of superiority.  They are just as self-deceived and evil as the Gentiles described in Chapter 1.
· The Jews are even more accountable than the Gentile, because they have been the recipients of the clearest revelation of God.  Therefore, they will be ‘first’ in receiving judgment for sin (9) and ‘first’ in being granted eternal life (10).
· “Stairstep Parallelism” in verses 7-10:
· Good

· To those who by perseverance in doing good [character]
· Seek for glory and honor and immortality [action]
· Eternal life [reward]
· Bad

· But to those who are selfishly ambitious [character]
· And do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness [action]
· Wrath and indignation [reward]
· Bad

· Tribulation and anguish [reward]
· Upon everyone that does evil [action]
· Of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile [character]
· Good

· But glory, honor, and peace [reward]
· To everyone who does good [action]
· To the Jew first, and also to the Gentile [character]
· There is a richness and depth to Paul’s language.  The “deeds” which God will judge are shown to flow from the character of the person to their reward, and Paul describes them in both directions.
· The unfolding of these “deeds” are shown to embrace the character and aim of the doer.  These are deeds of the heart – and so, God’s judgment of deeds is also a judgment based on “truth” – the truth of what is in the doer’s heart and mind.
· God will be impartial in His judgment – if one’s deeds are right, being a Gentile is not detriment; if one’s deeds are wrong, being a Jew will not excuse them.
· Paul says in verse 16 that God’s judgment is also according to his Gospel.  We know that Paul’s Gospel was salvation by faith alone.  So, how can Paul say here that works (“deeds”) can lead to eternal life?  Is Paul contradicting himself?  (see the “obedience of faith” in 1:5 and 3:9ff).
